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Advances from Text to Discourse in German Linguistics: A
Review of Discourse Linguistics: Introducing the Theory

and Method of Trans—Text Linguistic Analysis
TIAN Hailong

(School of Foreign Languages, China University of Petroleum (Beijing), Beijing 102249, China)

Abstract: Linguistic research shows its development in different traces with different traditions of
different countries, and this is also true with discourse studies. Different from critical discourse analysis
(CDA) originated in England, discourse studies in Germany evidenced a development from text linguistics
to discourse linguistics. While presenting this development, Discourse Linguistics: Introducing the Theory
and Method of Trans—Text Linguistic Analysis offers a sound account of the theory, the object, the method,
and the analytical framework of discourse linguistics, an approach which is different from text linguistics
and important for furthering discourse studies. This review will introduce the essentials of the book, discuss
its implications for Chinese readers and the role it plays in academic exchanges. It is envisaged to provide
readers with a fuller picture of discourse studies worldwide.
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