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Discursive Interaction and Local Agency in Low-carbon Governance Action

TTIAN Hailong, SONG Bingbing

(School of Foreign Languages ,China University of Petroleum ( Beijing) , Beijing 102200, China)

Abstract : This article ,drawing on the conceptualization of " discourse" in critical discourse studies, takes the Action Plan for Carbon
Dioxide Peaking before 2030 ,issued by the State Council as the text form of "national low-carbon governance discourse" and the Joint
Action Plan for Carbon Peak and Neutrality in Chengdu-Chongging Economic Circle ,jointly issued by the General Office of Chongqing
Municipal Government and the General Office of Sichuan Provincial Government,as the text form of "local low-carbon governance dis-
course". Then it applies the "2-level 5-step" analytical framework for discursive interaction to the analysis of the vertical discursive in-
teraction of " national low-carbon governance discourse" and "local low-carbon governance discourse" in the carbon peak action. It is
found that; (1) at the language use level ,the generic structural components of the Chengdu-Chongqing Action Plan are not only taken
from the national action plan, but also locally originated ; (2) at the social factor level , the subjective initiative of local discourse subjects
is exerted in the process of implementing the action plan of the State Council ,which turns the potential of the superior and subordinate
relationship between the two discourse subjects on the outcome of discursive interaction into a being, and makes the Chengdu-Chongqing
Action Plan reflect the characteristics of local low-carbon governance. These two findings highlight the effect of local agency on the so-
cial outcome of vertical discursive interaction, which in turn brings about the locality of discursive interaction. The discussion of these is-
sues not only interprets the core elements of discursive interactional analysis ( DIA) ,but also echoes the recent concerns of Sociolinguis-
tics and Discourse Studies on the issue of agency.

Key words: carbon peak ;discourse of low-carbon governance; Vertical Discursive Interaction;agency ; Critical Discourse Studies
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