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comprehensive competency framework, with a modularized curriculum, new teaching

methods and assessment criteria.

30 Years of Language Planning in Kazakhstan: Achievements and Challenges
YANG Bo; WANG Tianju

Kazakhstan is adjacent to China, and is a link to the Belt and Road Initiative. After
gaining independence in 1991, Kazakhstan urgently needed to unite its people and build
a modern nation-state. Regarding the top-level design of language planning, Kazakhstan
has gone through the exploration from “Kazakhization” to “Kazakhstanization”. The
policy implementation has lead to a wide spread recognition of the national language
policy by all ethnic groups and the development of all languages in Kazakhstan.
However, due to geopolitical, historical, and cultural reasons, language planning in
Kazakhstan still faces challenges such as the re-structuring of subjectivity in the process
of state construction, the threat to national security from the politicization of language

issues, and the twists and turns in the Reform of Alphabetic Latinization in Kazakhstan.

Analysis of Foreign Language Education Policy and Practice in Afghanistan Since
the 21" Century
HE Jie

Afghanistan is one of the countries along the route of the Belt and Road Initiative.
The study of the development of their foreign language education (FLE) policy and
practice can provide reference in promoting the cultural exchange between China and
Afghanistan. Afghan FLE has experienced stages of beginning, development, adjustment
and stagnation in the 20" century. In the 21* century, in pursuit of the national and social
reconstruction, Afghanistan has made achievements in FLE planning. Since their FLE
policies are closely related to national interests, after Afghan Taliban regained power,
China should further optimize the location of Chinese teaching institutiones there. For
instance, we can facilitate the cultivation of Afghan native Chinese teachers, and compile
a set of localized textbooks to meet the needs of local Chinese learners, so as to boost the

education and use of Chinese there.

The Disciplinary Attribute of Emergency Language Service: A Discussion from the
Perspective of Sociolinguistics
TIAN Hailong

Emergency language service (ELS) makes a significant contribution to the anti-

COVID-19 battle thus serving the needs of the country. It also promotes theoretical
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thinking, including the discussion about its disciplinary attribute. The present article,
starting from the idea that sociolinguistics comes from linguists’ study of real-life
language problems, proposes that ELS bears obvious sociolinguistic attributes, despite
its application of language. To attribute ELS to sociolinguistics is good to understand the

disciplinary feature of ELS in theory and to further ELS in practice.

A Study on Linguistically Disadvantaged Groups in China: Connotations,
Extensions and Reflections
CHEN Lianwen

The linguistically disadvantaged group (LDG) refers to a group of people who,
because of their insufficient language ability or the difficulty in developing their
language skills to adapt to the social development, have trouble in communicating with
others and are thus regarded as one of the vulnerable groups in society. LDG can be
classified into the following 3 categories: physical, psychological and social. According
to the specific manifestations of their disabilities, they can be grouped into linguistic,
written and technical. Based on their disabilities and from the developmental perspective,
they can be classified into those with and without the possibility of improvement. As for
the characteristics, LDG are relative, dynamic and comprehensive. The current research
on LDG focuses on language rights, language education, language pathology and
emergency language services. However, there is still a need for the research in this field

to be more comprehensive and interdisciplinary both at macro and micro levels.

Features of Linguistic Biometric Information and Its Security Protection
CHEN Meihua; OUYANG Xibei

Linguistic biometric information (LBI) is widely used in the area of biometric
identification because of the personal attributes and a large amount of information
it can provide. This paper makes a systematic exposition of the definition, features,
applications and related studies of LBI with the purpose of showing its significance
to the society today. Meanwhile, by analyzing existing cases, this paper explores the
status quo of linguistic biometric security, highlighting the urgency of protecting LBI.
In addition, the article summarizes the existing protection of LBI in China’s official
documents, laws and regulations by referring to technical standards and codes of
conduct, as well as relevant laws and regulations in this field. Furthermore, taking
implications from the present cases, the study points out the deficiencies of standards,
laws and regulations in protecting LBI safety. The paper concludes with suggestions on

how to protect effectively the security of LBI.
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