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An Analysis of the Recontextualization of WHO-convened Global Study of the Origins
of SARS-CoV-2: China Part in American Media Reports

Variations of language use in the media often result in different representations of the world
and social relations, projecting different versions of reality determined by the media’s institutional
interests, positions and purposes. Understood in this way, media representations are typically
recontextualizations of previous social practices and discourses. ‘Recontextualization’ is one of the
central concepts in critical discourse analysis which has been used to show that the social function
of a text or discourse and its dissemination rely on the relationships between or among other texts
or discourses produced previously in various contexts and moments. This paper is intended to be an
analysis of the ways in which The Washington Post and The New York Times recontextualized “the
WHO-convened Global Study of the Origins of SARS-CoV-2: China Part” in their news reports

of the results and conclusions of the joint study.
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China’s Proposal of Global Governance in the New Era: Practice Innovation and
Value Sharing
In response to the common risks and challenges facing humanity, China put forward a new
proposal of global governance based on consultation, collaboration and shared benefits. This
proposal is of great significance for solving the global problems, sustainable development for all
and diversity of human civilization. It provides guidance on China’s practices of participation in

global governance, producing global public goods, forging new international relations and
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promoting cultural exchanges. Its underlying values of future sharing, multilateral cooperation,
mutual preferential, and balance of justice and benefit, have been widely appreciated around the
world. In order to help the world better understand China’s global governance proposal in the new
era, China needs to innovate the current global governance discourse from innovative practices
based on the rules of truth seeking from facts and values sharing of human humanity, for effective
communication between China and the world.
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Multimodal Chinese Discourse and Strategic Communication in the New Media Age

Chinese discourse plays a significant role in the construction of national image, the promotion
of Chinese culture, and various aspects of governance. In the digital age, discourses are multimodal,
be it in the traditional media of newspaper and television, or the new media of website and social
network service. Therefore, the study of Chinese discourse (and discourse in general) should take
complex multimodal semiotic resources into consideration. Against this background, this talk will
introduce the scope of multimodal Chinese discourse studies, and then focus on the multimodal
construction of China’s national image and identity various media types such as social media posts
and promotional videos. I will propose a social semiotic framework for analysing identity as
evaluative attributes, and investigate how multimodal resources such as camera positioning, editing,
and narrative devices are deployed to “connote” attributes. I will demonstrate how a multi-
dimensional and hybridized national image is constructed, which constitute an important aspect of
China’s strategic communication. I argue that the study of a trans-cultural multimodal Chinese
discourse which integrates the East and the West, tradition and modernity, is significant for
enhancing China’s discursive governance, strengthening its soft power, and improving its national
image.
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Chinese social media, society and discourse
Gwen Bouvier
Shanghai International Studies University

We are starting to see more research about Chinese social media platforms. Given the sheer
number of posts produced each day in China, this is of course necessary. These social media form
the basis of how we now interact across so many domains of our lives. On our university campuses
it seems that students rarely look up from their mobile screens, and many things that we do,
including interacting with institutions, shopping and studying, involve social media. These activities
can even be structured around these applications. Social media bring new ways to communicate
about things, create new notions of shared knowledge and public and civic debate, new ways to do
‘being us’.

Communication scholars and linguists are also starting to take an interest in social media,
although this has been more gradual, with a tendency still to favor research on more official or
formal types of text such as news and speeches. In this talk, I consider some of the ways I myself
have been researching Chinese social media. Giving the example of Weibo, I show how multimodal
discourse analysis can be used to carry out analysis of the discussions that take place around a
number of hashtags. I show how I relate my analyses to broader bodies of research across other
fields, showing what further insights, as communications scholars, we can bring. I connect these
core findings from my research articles to the nature of social media communication, to the role of
influencers, to what are called ‘affective publics’, and the kinds of logics of knowledge exchange
that tend to characterize them. I show how this all helps us to throw up insights into changing

discourses in China.

Author’s Bio:

Gwen Bouvier (PhD University of Wales) is a Distinguished Professor
at Shanghai International Studies University, Institute of Corpus
Studies and Applications. Her main research interests are digital
communication and civic debate on social media. Professor Bouvier’s

publications have drawn on critical discourse analysis, multimodality

based on social semiotics, and online ethnography. She is the Associate
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Editor for Social Semiotics. Her latest publications include the book Qualitative Research Using
Social Media, Routledge 2022 and the articles ‘Where Neoliberalism shapes Confucian notions of
child rearing: influencers, experts and discourses of intensive parenting on Chinese Weibo’ in
Discourse, Context and Media 2022 (Winner of Editor’s Choice Award) and ‘What gets lost in
Twitter ‘cancel culture’ hashtags? Calling out racists reveals some limitations of social justice

campaigns’, Discourse & Society 2021.

“The New Normal” and Recontextualization of Crisis: Exploring Discursive
Shifts in European (Right-Wing) Populist Imagination
Michatl Krzyzanowski
Uppsala University

This keynote presentation connects the recently prevalent discourse of ‘the new normal’
(Krzyzanowski et. al. 2022; Krzyzanowski & Krzyzanowska 2022) - initiated and widely used in
Europe and elsewhere the context of the COVID-19 pandemic - with various long term national and
transnational imaginaries of crisis disseminated by FEuropean far right political actors
(Krzyzanowski & Ledin 2017; Wodak & Krzyzanowski 2017). On the one hand, the interest here is
in deconstructing the seemingly novel logic of the ‘new normal’ by showing, that, as such, it has
been largely based on well-established trajectories of right-wing populist strategies of
manufacturing ‘normality’ (Krzyzanowski 2020a) and in particular of its wider tendencies of
normalisation of exclusion and its legitimation in/via mediated and political discourse. As the
presentation shows, the often-ambivalent imaginary of “crisis’ (Krzyzanowski 2019) — deployed in
relation to such recent European and global events/processes as, inter alia, the ‘Refugee Crisis’ or
‘Brexit’ or even the most recent Russian invasion on Ukraine — has thereby remained central in far-
right political imagination. On the other hand, however, the presentation also emphasises a vital,
parallel ‘discursive shift’ (Krzyzanowski 2018a, 2018b, 2020b) in the conceptualisation of ‘crisis’
by the European far right during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. The lecture argues, namely,
that the very acute and real as well as tangible character of COVID and the ensuing crises such as
in particular the Russian attack on Ukraine - has forced the populist political actors to abandon their

usual strategies of ‘imagining’, ‘mis/constructing’ or even ‘performing’ (Moffitt 2016) crisis.
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Instead, we have seen a more general turn among the far-right towards constructing crises in terms
of various types of ‘facts’. However, that novel, quasi-factual approach to crisis otherwise unusual
for right-wing populists, has, at the same time, drew on some very skilful re/packaging and
‘operationalisation’ of facts in support of the far-right’s ‘pre-legitimation’ (Krzyzanowski 2014) of
its political strategies and policies. These, as the presentation shows, have allowed the far-right
political actors — and especially the European right-wing populists currently in power — to solidify
the hegemonic position of their ideologically-driven discourse across various European public
spheres. This, as is shown, not only took place symbolically but also formally i.e. by gaining control
over competing voices in the public spheres including, very notably, those of the media which

remained critical of far-right politics and actions.

Author’s Bio:

Professor Michat Krzyzanowski holds the Chair in Media and
Communication Studies at Uppsala University, Sweden, where he is
currently also Deputy Head at the School/Department of Informatics
and Media as well as Director of Research at the Uppsala University
Centre for Multidisciplinary Studies on Racism (CEMFOR). He is one
of the leading international scholars working on critical discourse

studies of normalisation of politics of exclusion in the context of

communication, media and social change, with special focus on
European far right and other challenges to democracy in the context of global rise of right-wing
populism and neoliberalism. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the international Journal of Language and
Politics and a co-editor of the Bloomsbury Advances in Critical Discourse Studies book series as
well as sitting on a number of boards in various journals in critical discourse studies and wider
qualitative social research. He is also widely known for his teaching of qualitative methods and
critical discourse studies to students across social and political sciences and humanities across
Europe, USA, China and Australia. He is also a recurrent convenor of widely attended classes in
Critical Discourse Studies organised within Summer Schools in Methods and Techniques and
Virtual Methods Schools of the European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR). More

information: https://katalog.uu.se/profile/?id=N20-1042
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Law and Discourse: The Case of US versus Huawei
David Machin
Shanghai International Studies University

It is important in discourse analysis to show how we, as linguists, provide additional insights
into a specific situation, using our own expertise. In this talk I explain how I did this in a recent
research paper. I look here at the British BBC reporting of the legal case brought against Huawei
financial chief Meng Wanzhou in 2019, which ran until 2021. The US government accused Huawei
and Meng of breaking a number of international laws relating to fraud and sanctions against Iran.
She was detained in Canada while the US department of justice sought her extradition so that she
could be tried. Over several years, the BBC, characteristic of other US and European media, ran
stories about the accusations and the extradition case that were largely based on department of
justice press releases. The analysis of the BBC shows that at no point it is questioned whether the
US has the right to impose its own laws on the rest of the world. Instead we find the stories cluttered
with details of legal process and personalization of Meng. I relate these findings to public discourses
of the international order. But I also, most importantly, reflect on data collection in relation to

specific and focused issues.

Author’s Bio:

David Machin is Professor of Linguistics in the Institute of Corpus
Studies and Applications, Shanghai International University, China.
He publishes in the area of critical discourse studies and

multimodality. His books include Doing Visual Analysis (2018) and

Introduction to Multimodality (2020). He is co editor of the journal
Social Semiotics and sits on the advisory boards of the leading
network journals. His recent research projects include marketing of

healthy and ethical foods and performance management

communication.
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Governing No-go Zones in Sweden: The Infectious Communicability of Evil
Tommaso M. Milani
University of Gothenburg

The focus of this presentation is on the mundane nastiness of language. Drawing on Arendt’s
(1963) banality of evil and Briggs’s (2005) notion of infectious communicability, the presentation
highlights the moral dimensions of political and media discourses that spread a communicable
image of Sweden as a country in disarray. I demonstrate that this image is made of two discursive
ingredients: the spatial trope of the no-go zone, and the truthiness of its discursive elements, which,
through a web of communicable intertextual links, create the illusion of an accurate and coherent
account of society. Each of the discursive devices and links are like mycelia in a growing fungus of
evil that encourages us not “think from the standpoint of somebody else” (Arendt, 1963: 49), that
concomitantly normalise a problematic subjectivity of the threatening migrant, a barbarian at the
gates that needs to be excluded from the Swedish future. As such, this presentation not only seeks
to give an empirical example of how a specific type of governance is constructed and circulated
through the media and is made to appear as true, but it also seeks to re-cast Arendt’s concept of evil

as an important theoretical framework for discourse analysis.

Author’s Bio:

Tommaso M. Milani is a critical discourse analyst who is interested in
the ways in which power imbalances are (re)produced and/or contested
through semiotic means. His main research foci are: language
ideologies, language policy and planning, linguistic landscape, as well
as language, gender and sexuality. He has published extensively on
these topics in international journals and edited volumes. Among his

publications are the edited collection Language and Masculinities:

Performances, Intersections and Dislocations (Routledge, 2016) and
the special issue of the journal Linguistic Landscape on Gender, Sexuality and Linguistic

Landscapes (2018). He is co-editor of the journal Language in Society.
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A Social Network Approach to Critical Discourse Studies

Viewing discourse as a social practice, one important task of critical discourse studies (CDS)
is to unveil inequality, power, and ideologies through linguistic and discoursal analysis of social
events, social identities, and social relations represented in oral or written texts. As such, it lends
itself to social network analysis (SNA) which aims to discover relation patterns and structures
among such social actors as people, organizations, and political entities. This article proposes an
integration of SNA techniques into CDS and explores this possibility via an example diachronic
study on international relations represented in news reporting on China in The New York Times
between 1980 and 2020 by examining subject—direct object pairs to approach the target relations
between national actors. It is shown that the coupling of these two approaches effectively reveals
international relation networks surrounding key national actors, on the basis of which, detailed
linguistic and discoursal analysis further sheds light on the underlying ideological and socio-
political factors in the news reports. Considering the fact that SNA consists of a great variety of
network statistics, which can be broadly categorized into those related to the relative position of the

actor in the network and those concerned with the structure of the network itself, there is vast space

34



FE=EHEARANEERRINE 2022 FHEFEARIEGEKEAR

for the utility of SNA metrics in aiding CDS in further research.
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Political Drivers and Purpose of Policy Discourse: The Case of the UK’s
Development Policy
Melita Lazell
University of Portsmouth
In this lecture I will unpack the political drivers and purposes of UK development policy
discourse. Based on a thematic analysis of nearly 30 key policy documents spanning 2000-2020, I
will highlight how this policy discourse plays a domestic party-political role and an international
one for the UK. I will ask what ideas and influences underpin this discourse and what and who are
silenced or marginalised in order to build a coherent narrative. In doing so this lecture will draw
conclusions about how public policy discourses are formed and shaped and reflect power relations.
Author’s Bio: Melita Lazell is Principal Lecturer in Political Economy and Associate Head
of School (Research and Innovation) at the University of Portsmouth. She is a political economist
with diverse research interests traversing the fields of security, development and aid, and
international relations. She is particularly interested in the securitization of international
development and aid and her recent research investigates the way in which securitization is reflected
in the development policy discourse of bilateral and multilateral donors and the extent to which

securitization is reflected in actual development programming and aid distribution.
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Vertical Discursive Interaction in the Governance of Low-carbon Governance
Hailong Tian, China University of Petroleum (Beijing)

In 2020 China announced to the world its strategic decision that its total amount of carbon
dioxide emissions reach the peak before the year of 2030 and then gradually go down. This policy
of carbon peak and neutralization means to China not only a technical challenge, but also a deep
and wide social-economical change in the society. To reach this goal, on October 24, 2021, the State
Council released the document of Carbon Peak Action Plan before 2030, and the local governments
are required to release their carbon peak action plans as well. In this talk I will take this document
and the document from Chongqing and Sichuan local governments as data, and examine the
discursive interactions in the process of carbon peak actions as embodied in the document making.
Specifically, I will examine the generic structures of the two types of documents, and the
recontextualization of national carbon peak and neutralization metadiscourse in the local document.
In so doing I intend to discuss the ways in which the national government governs the local

government in the process of carbon peak actions. I will also highlight the ideological work the
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local government does to bring the local features to the process in which they carry out the national
carbon peak policy. It is hoped that the research reveals significant implications for the study of

governance in that discursive interaction is a useful approach to take.
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Poverty Alleviation and Agro-industries in Yunnan, China
Ritu Agarwal
School of International Studies JNU

Abstract: Poverty is often regarded as a rural problem in China. In 2013, the Chinese
government revised its earlier approach to poverty alleviation which focused on poor areas and
communities as targets identified for government programmes. This targeted poverty alleviation
programme adopted by Xi Jinping’s leadership covered a comprehensive range of problems
including infrastructure development, housing, employment generation, education and health, and
relocation etc. Moreover, most of these programmes were based on the household data collected by
the local leaders after making a repeated visits to these household. The local leaders specifically
were given the responsibility of mobilizing resources through linking it with industries to bring
income-generating projects in these regions.

Yunnan province is a compelling example of how the local officials have used new land use
practices, financial investment through collaboration with agro-industries and create a new base for
income generation projects in this ethnic minorities dominated regions. The main challenge before
the local officials is to infuse entrepreneurship in these ethnic dominated regions which usually
follow their traditional life style and thus mainstream them into economic modernization. The paper
will examine a set of three inter-related issues: Firstly, what are the new definitions and indicators
used to identify poor areas and classify poor population in China? Secondly, how far commercial
farming and tourism contributed towards improving the livelihood of the ethnic minorities in
Yunnan? Thirdly, the paper will examine the poverty alleviation programmes initiated by the local
government. Lastly, how the local leaders negotiated with municipal and provincial authorities to

adopt preferential policies towards their localities?

Growing Wealth Inequality and Restructuring of Elites in India: The Missing Link
Suraj Beri
Central University of Nagaland

Abstract: Inequalities in India have widened manifold particularly after the liberalization
policies are adopted. Along with social inequalities which have been prevalent since many centuries,
economic inequalities have become quite obvious and worrisome in the context of democratic

claims the country makes. Scholars have addressed this nature of inequalities in India widely
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(Harris-White, 2005; Vakulabharanm, 2010). The specific socio-economic features of caste,
community, gender and class are particularly significant to make sense of the structuring of
inequalities in India. The Indian social structures formed around these social and cultural institutions
shape economic order in the country. The social institutions of caste, gender and community then
impact the political system and generate unique forms of patronage, control and clientelism which
acquires different forms across regions in the country. This social structuring of the power structures
in India helps us in making sense of elite orders produced and reproduced regionally. I argue in this
paper that if we look at the structure of elites in India today, we can better understand the engines
of inequality operating in India. The popular works on inequality follow “look down” approach to
understand, measure and examine the process of inequality, poverty. This paper suggests to turn the
“epistemic lens upwards”, study up and start examining the patterns of interlinkages within wealth
accumulation, property relations, elite structures, caste-community relations. This missing link
between inequality and power relations, i.e. regional elite structures, can help us understand the

phenomena of inequalities in more profound ways than the usual practice.

Persistent Social Inequalities and Its Impact on the Ownership of Private Enterprises in

India
Akhil Alha
Council for Social Development

Abstract: Existing literature on labour market outcomes in India has amply highlighted gross
inequalities in the work opportunities available to workers from marginalized social groups viz.
scheduled castes, scheduled tribes, other backward classes, and women. Workers from these groups
are most often engaged in menial and lowly paid jobs with educational attainment playing a minor
role in influencing labour market outcomes for workers from these social groups. It is often assumed
that discriminatory tendencies, particularly against SCs which are at work in the wage labour market
are seemingly absent in the field of entrepreneurship and so entrepreneurs from this community can
do well in the private business economy of India. However, this paper, on the basis of sparsely
available secondary data and primary data collected across a few Indian states on Scheduled Caste
entrepreneurship in India, argues that persistent socio-economic inequalities of SCs vis-a-vis other
social groups in India along with their continued discrimination has led to uneven entrepreneurship
development across social groups with SC entrepreneurs operating at the lowest level of the
entrepreneurship. The representation of SCs on the entrepreneurial landscape in India is much lower
than their share in the country’s population. Most of the units owned by them are in informal sector
of the economy with a very low capital base and are petty in size and production volume. Primary
accounts suggest that SC entrepreneurs as producers and suppliers of goods and services are

discriminated by the three agencies of (i) the state; (ii) the market i.e. entrepreneurs from other
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castes; and (iii) civil society as the consumer of goods and services produced/ supplied by SCs. The
state or the government through its various agencies lie banks or entrepreneurship development
agencies adopt a very lackadaisical approach towards them and their approach towards SC
entrepreneurship is guided by conventional dogma that they are “unfit’ for entrepreneurship and
extending them loans is wastage of public’s resources. Entrepreneurs from other castes, particularly
those from the trading castes also restrict the entry and growth of SC entrepreneurs by forming their
own caste based business networks and the later is subjected to ‘selective inclusion’ in the market.
Moreover, contrary to popular perceptions, increasing deregulation of the Indian economy in the
past three decades has not let to any significant improvement in the representation of SCs in the

domain of entrepreneurship.

Invisible Labour: Case Study of Domestic Workers in Noida
Ila Joshi
Christ University (Deemed)

Abstract: According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO) there are 75.6 million
domestic workers throughout the world, and out of them almost 23.8 percent are women (ILO). In
India the unofficial estimates range this number to more than 50 million. There has been
considerable rise in the number of domestic workers in India since the economic reforms of 1990s.
As markets offered variety of jobs for both men and women, employment of domestic helps became
a viable option for taking care of the household responsibilities. Women working as domestic
workers is a common sight in the Indian cities. Their work mainly entails the daily chores of
domestic set-up and hence often obfuscates the expectations of the formal work place. This absence
of “formality” in their work has been one the main reasons for their non-recognition in the formal
discourse of work and labour laws. However with the increasing focus on the rights of the women
workers in general and the protection of women against the exploitation in the informal sectors,
female domestic workers are predominantly the focus of all the human rights and feminist
discourses. Role of the political, legal and civil society organisations is another important variable
to access the inclusion of these workers in the formal work structures.

The present work is based on the data collected from the primary sources. The interviews of
80 domestic helps were conducted in a flexible manner considering the education level and work
timings of the subjects. These women have mostly migrated from the interior regions of West Bengal
and Bihar, with few from East Uttar Pradesh. Hence, rural to urban migration factors in as another
important concern to look into the socio-economic position of these women. The interviews were
conducted in the six residential societies of Noida in sectors 75, 76 and 77. The interviews were
unstructured and mostly involved informal discussions and observations around the lives of these

domestic helps. The research intends to look into the following questions:
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1) Rural-urban migration as a factor in deciding the socio-economic position of these domestic
workers.

2) Role of formal and informal State structures in India to facilitate the inclusion of the female
domestic workers into the broader definition of work.

3) Intersection of religion, caste and class with the domestic work and the resulting work
hierarchies.

4) Idea of female agency and women empowerment in the informal sectors.

5) Adaption of work by the female domestic workers in redefining their identity from mere victims

of the markets and social hierarchies to the drivers of society and social orders.
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From Life Writing to Nature Writing: A Critical Metaphor Analysis of Anthropomorphic
Animal Images in Chinese Animal Fictions

AR A i

Abstract: Discursive representation of animals has been the site where the relation between
human and animals is constructed. From the perspective of ecolinguistics, the dialectical dynamics
between animal world, discursive representation and human society is mediated by “stories”, the
socially-shared and culturally-specific cognition. Chinese animal fictions have found their own
ways in expressing the unique Chinese ecological story through anthropomorphic representation of
animal images. This paper, viewing anthropomorphic animal representation as an effective resource
to facilitate meaning construction and construal, is aimed at exploring how metaphor functions to
be the cognitive apparatus of conceptualizing animals in Chinese animal fictions via
anthropomorphism. The ideological and legitimizing effects of metaphors impose upon people’s
construal of animals are disclosed. It’s revealed that metaphors implied in anthropomorphic animal
representations are inherently ideological in constituting aspects of animal world and inviting

readers to construe the constituted reality about animals in Chinese animal literary discourse. It’s
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found that two main metaphorical patterns work together to construct interrelationships between
animal and human domains. The imposing metaphor “human is animal” tags value judgment
sanctioned by human society on anthropomorphic animal images in fictions; the approximative
metaphor “animals are more or less the same as human” appraises animals from the lens of human
on the basis of emotional similarity. It’s discussed that the way how anthropomorphic animal
representation is metaphorically conceptualized in Chinese animal fictions takes the root in
traditional Chinese ecosophy and provides an insight into the complicacy of ecological ethics and

politics in modern China.
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How does China appraise self and others?
A corpus-based analysis of Chinese political discourse
Tao Li Shanghai Ocean University
Abstract: Political discourse is a major site where ideological construction of both Self and
Others is carried out. Based on a corpus of 98 political texts issued by Chinese governing bodies,
this study adopts Appraisal System to analyse the lexical items that indicate attitudes towards China
and other countries with a view to revealing the ways in which China and other countries are
appraised in Chinese political discourse. It is found that (1) Chinese political discourse does
represent the ideological square of positive Self-presentation and negative Other-presentation, but
more frequently it negatively evaluates China’s things (appreciation) rather than its behaviors
(judgement) while more negative appraisals are used to describe Others’ behaviors rather than Their
things, (2) interestingly, while China upturns Others’ negative profiles, it also upscales negative

presentation of Self; likewise, China mitigates negative presentation of both Self and Others, (3)
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Chinese political discourse allows more external voices when expressing its attitudes towards Self.
The analysis shows that the producers of Chinese political discourse skillfully use appraisal
resources, sometimes implicitly, to construct a subtle but dynamic ‘Self versus Other’ ideological
structure in Chinese political discourse, which enhances the understanding of China’s moderate

view on itself and others in its pursuit of national interests.
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Exploring Asymmetry in Courtroom Discourse from the Perspective of Individuation:
A case study of a summary procedure in China
Meixin Yu Shanghai University
Abstract: This article explores asymmetry in courtroom discourse from the perspective of
individuation manifested in a summary procedure of a Chinese criminal case. This case dealt with
a rural woman from Henan Province charged with fabricating false terrorist information. Situated
within the framework of systemic functional linguistics, this article describes the linguistic
resources employed by the three parties involved: the judge, the prosecutor and the defendant,
analyzes individuation as one indispensable dimension of the genesis of courtroom discourse, and
interprets their interpersonal relationship. Asymmetry, as a critical nature in courtroom discourse as
far as the interpersonal relationship is concerned with, is found to exist in linguistic resources of
NEGOTIATION, IDEATION and APPRAISAL, result in asymmetrical power relations, epistemic
relations and social relations, and reflect asymmetry in allocation and affiliation within

individuation under the constraints of legal settings.
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#LifeConected Hashtag Activism: to Build Intertextuality and transculturality with Critical
Digital Literacy
Leslie Bai University of Colorado Denver

Abstract: COVID-19 pandemic is threatening every life all over the world. For marginalized
groups who have already been struggling at the bottom of the society because of the discriminated
treatment from the society, political negligence, legal brutality, are losing even more. Currently,
with the connections in real life reduced to minimum, more people begin to turn to network world
to find digital connections. The examples of Hashtag activism in US, such as #BlackLivesMatter
and #StopHateAsians, show that Internet and hypertext have the fundamental intertextual function
to connect people and remember the past. In fact, in every society, there are people marginalized
because of racism, economic poverty, ethnicity, sex, age, disability, etc. and they usually are
undergoing the similar difficulties, that is, their existence is ignored, their histories are erased, their
voices are muted, and their needs are never considered as part of the mainstream. Based on this
transculturality, the internet and digital discourses become the best channel for marginalized groups
to organize their individual campaigns for equal rights into an intertextually-connected network.

This paper proposes #LifeConnected Hashtag activism to build both transcultural connection
among all marginalized groups and intertextual connection between their past and present, since
this organized online campaign is louder and more powerful to bring systematic and institutionalized
change to the society. However, in this digital discourse practice, the features of low-finance and
low-technology of online communication bring a large amount of the immediate,
unfiltered/uncensored information, so a new systematic practice of Critical Digital Literacies (CDL)

with a set of sub-literacies becomes an urgent necessity for the success of these campaigns.
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