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Why Discourses in Action?
Klaus Krippendorff

Abstract: To address the bewildering complexity of discourse studies, especially the misconception of

¢

discourse, this article proposes five propositions: 1) to study discourse “in action” is intended to divert attention
from what a discourse is to what practicing it does; 2) discourses are kept alive by the communities of their
practitioners and become manifest in the discursive artifacts their practitioners generate; 3) current interpretations of
discourses need the absent contexts of their origins; 4) more or less autonomous discourse communities constitute
their own discursive practices and institutionalize their recurring practices; and 5) discourses are largely
incommensurate to each other and interdiscursive relations entail coexisting, mutual supportive, antagonistic, and
competitive relationships. Through a detailed discussion of these propositions, the article offers a convincing
account for the necessity of studying discourses in action whiling questioning the taken-for-granted scientific

authority, and emphasizing the role and responsibility of scholars’ discourses in their academic actions.

Keywords: discourse, action, discourse practitioner, discourse community, interdiscursive relation
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