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KX EM H: ACritical Discourse Analysis of the Discourses in the Reports on China’
s COVID-19 outbreak in China Daily and The Economist

4% : Recently, in the wake of the outbreak and widespread of the novel coronavirus,
this pandemic has become a case of public health emergency of international concern.
This newly-found disease, the pneumonia caused by novel coronavirus, has caused
anxiety and tremendous strain both on ordinary people and China’ s socio-economic
development. Due to the rapid spread and broad impacts of the outbreak, numerous
media at home and abroad have reported the general status of the epidemic, including
China Daily and The Economist. This paper therefore takes critical discourse analysis
as theoretical guidance, mainly based on Fairclough’s three-dimensional analytical
framework to explore the reports on China’s COVID-19 outbreak both in China Daily
and The Economist and analyze it from the levels of text, discursive practice and
social practice comprehensively. Hopefully, through the analyses of the reports on
China’ s COVID-19 outbreak, worldwide readers’ critical reading awareness can be
fostered, the language features, crucial information and ideologies hidden in the news
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reports can be discovered so that objective and fair impressions of Chinese
governments’  capacity and efforts to respond to this outbreak can be spread and the

research vision of critical discourse analysis can thus be enlarged at the same time.
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