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An Investigation into Audio Description as Translation Studies:

A Pilot Study

Jackie Xiu Yan, LUO Kangte, City University of Hong Kong

# . Audio description is an assistive service that helps visually impaired people
and the elderly with poor eyesight or dementia by rendering images into words.

Through describing what is going on screen, AD users can perceive the information
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comprehensively as sighted people do. AD enables its users to enjoy theatre
performances, movies, and TV programs. Audio description is an emerging topic in
Translation Studies. It can be considered as inter-semiotic translation (the translation
from the images into words) intralingual translation (the translation from a written
script into a spoken one) and inter-lingual translation (the translation of audio
description scripts as a way of creating audio description). By reviewing the literature
on studying audio description as Translation Studies, this pilot study investigates into
the current research status of audio description and its possible future research
directions. This work is supported by KT (Knowledge Transfer) UGC Earmarked
Fund Exploring the Needs of Visually Impaired People: An Investigation of Audio
Description Practice in Hong Kong (Project No. 6354027).
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# E. The establishment of MTI program provides a new platform for translator
training, meanwhile poses new challenges to MTI teaching. This article proposes an
interactive approach to a graduate course on legal translation which is implemented at
pre-class, in-class and after-class stage to foster interactions among students and
instructor and consequently promote translation competence and translator
competence of MTI students as potential and professional translators, by applying
task-based, workshop-based and project-based methodology and seminar teaching
method. The assessment of the proposed learning outcomes is discussed based on the
test performance and the data gathered from student portfolios and from a
questionnaire completed by the students. This research shows that the interactive
model fosters effective instructor-student and student-student interaction, improves
students’ competence by enhancing their critical thinking and problem-solving skills,
finally has positive impacts on their professional development. Hopefully, this
approach can set an example for teaching other courses within the curriculum of the
MT]I program and shed light on other training programs as well.
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