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Presupposition in the Ideological Manipulation from Socio-cognitive Approach

——A Critical Analysis of Real Estate Advertising Discourse

ZHAO Linjing
(Department of Literature and Law, Dongfang College, Fujian Agriculture and Forestry University,

Fuzhou, Fujian 350715, China)

Abstract; The study, following van Dijk’ s context model, carries out a critical analysis of the real es-
tate advertising discourse to reveal the “naturalization” process in which the audiences are persuaded
by the manipulative use of presupposition. Among the major findings are; At the micro level, uncon-
firmed propositions in the real estate advertising, by activating such social cognition as knowledge and
attitudes, are often taken as psychological facts; they help the advertisements to establish a dynamic
relationship with many target audiences and thus manipulate their psychological desire for buying hou-
ses. At the macro level, the relative decline of fact presupposed discourse and the increase of attitude
presupposed one indicate that the real estate advertising discourse weakens the use function of products
and highlights the lifestyle; it is a natural result of the interaction between the discourse of this type
and the society as a whole.
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