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Pragmatic Stance Cone: A Localized Study of Pragmatic Stance of
Media Microblog Discourse in Public Events

Yuan Zhou min
(Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunications, Nanjing 210023, China)

With data from Yihuang Event, the first public event of Microblog in China, this paper attempts to propose an analytical
framework for the construction of a pragmatic stance based on integration of previous studies on stance. The paper holds that the
media microblogs construct their own positions in three dimensions — the conveyance of information, affection and attitude. In-
formation conveyance can be further divided into narration and evaluation affection falls into emotion and epistemic attitude in-
cludes convergence and difference. In this event, the media microblogs expressed negative evaluation and emotional stance to-
wards the local officials. Nevertheless, they expressed positive comments and emotion, and took a stance of convergence towards
the online media. Furthermore, they took the standpoint of sympathy, rejoicing and convergence to the party concerned and grass-
roots people. The concept of pragmatic stance highlights the contextualization, negotiation and intersubjectivity of stance construc-
tion.

Key words:Microblog public events Yihuang Event pragmatic stance conveyance of information conveyance of emotion
conveyance of attitude
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