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Code-switching between Spoken Language and Written Language in News Reports on Water Pollution
—A Case Study of China Daily and Sohu News (2013—2017)
XIANG Yunhua, LIU Yizhen
( College of Foreign Languages, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract ; At present, the condition of water pollution in China is very serious, which needs the attention by the
whole society. Based on Sridhar’ s definition of code—switching and van Dijk’ s contextual modal, this paper col-
lects news reports on water pollution in China Daily and Sohu News (2013—2017) and analyzes code—switching
between written language and spoken language. It finds out four different expressions of code—switching in news re-
ports and further points out five functions such as filling gaps in vocabulary, avoiding ambiguity, highlighting key
information, expressing euphemism and narrowing each other’ s distance.

Keywords ; code—switching; news reports; water pollution; written language; spoken language



