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A Visual Design Grammatical & Pragmatic Analysis of

Photo Discourse in New Government Media
Wang Jianhua

Abstract: As one of the means of multi-modal discourses photo discourse plays an important role in new
government media. This paper first points out that the Grammar of Visual Design proposed by G. Kress and T.
van Leeuwen explaining the meanings of representation interaction and composition in image discourse which is
also applicable to the analysis of the new government media photos. Then the paper argues that it is under the
pragmatic analysis that the pragmatic effects of the new government media photo discourse are revealed. The
pragmatic analysis which is focused on the pragmatic meanings and effects can be carried out in the aspects of
context pragmatic subject and composition elements. In conclusion the Visual Design Grammar analyzes the
functional meaning of image discourse from the perspective of social semiotics and the pragmatic analysis explores
the practical effects of photo discourse from the angle of pragmatics.

Keywords: new government media multi-modal discourse photo discourse the Grammar of Visual Design

pragmatic analysis



