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An SFL-based Approach to Ecological Discourse Analysis

MIAO Xingwei LEI Lei
( School of Foreign Languages and Literature Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: Ecological discourse analysis attempts to reveal the role of language in the ecosystem
through discourse analysis within an ecological framework. The Hallidayan approach of ecolinguistics
studies the relation between language and the ecosystem with an emphasis on the analysis of lan—
guage. An SFL-based approach to ecological discourse analysis therefore focuses on the analysis
of transitivity ergativity agency causality grammatical metaphor and appraisal resources in ecolog—
ical discourse and in so doing provides insights into how discourse plays a role in constructing the
relationship between human beings and the ecosystem and in producing and reproducing speciesist
and anthropocentric ideologies.
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( ecological discourse analysis)

o ( analysis of ecological discourse)
( ecological analysis of discourse)

( Alexander & Stibbe 2014:108) .

(
. 2013; . 2017; 2017) »

2.0

o Ernst Haeckel 1866

o 1970 “ ( language ecology) ”
( Haugen 1972:225) .

( Cowley 2014) .

o ( Haugenian approach)
( Fill 2001; Alex—
ander & Stibbe 2014; 2016) .
( Hallidayan
approach) . Halliday( 1990 2001)
. Halliday( 2007: 14)

y o

( Fill 2001; Alexander & Stibbe 2014; 2016) .

o

( Fill 2001: 43; Steffensen
2007:8) .
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- Halliday( 1990 2001)
(Fill 2001:48) :

() ( oil energy water air )

() ( big/small) . how fast is
the car ( how slow) how high is the building ( how low) how big is her income
( how small)

() ( agent) What” s that forest doing?

() ( he/she it )

(think know believe amiable sympathetic ) o

Halliday( 1990 2001) o
( Halliday 1978) . - ( eco—social environment)

( Halliday 2013:15) . _

( Halliday 2013:35 -36) .

( Martin & Rose 2007:314) .
( Halliday & Martin 1993; Halliday 2003) . -

( Halliday 1990 2001: 179; 2003) .

( growthism) ( speciesism) ( anthropocentrism) o
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( Halliday 1990 2001:179) .

( Halliday & Matthiessen 1999:511) .

( constructive effect) o Stibbe( 2012:20)
o Halliday( 1990 2001:
194) “What’ s that forest doing?” “Why is the forest there? Re—
move it!” o

3.0
? ( Steffensen & Fill 2014:9) ,
?
( ecosophy) o 7
. \ \ \ ( Naess
1995:8) . o Stibbe( 2015:
24 -33)
() ( destructive discourse) o ()
( ambivalent discourse) o
() ( beneficial discourse) o
o o Halliday( 1994 xvii xxii)
( discourse grammar a grammar of the text) o
o ( transitivity analysis) . ( ergativity a—
nalysis) . ( agency analysis) . ( causality analysis) .
( grammatical metaphor analysis) . ( appraisal analysis)
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3.1

( Fairclough 1992:180) . Goatly( 2002) BBC
o BBC
o Stibbe(2012)
“ ”( Singer 1985)
246 89
o treats animals cruelly deprives pigs of room poisons

rats locks up chimpanzees confines cows experiments on monkeys captures wild animals
Animals have rights Animals were property Other creatures have interests The chimpanzee
is not human Cows like lush pastures Nonhuman animals suffer Fish do not have a clear con—

ception of themselves o

o

( Thompson & Ramos 1994) . Miihlhéusler
(1996: 123)
o Goatly( 1996: 553)
o Gerbig( 1993: 67 - 69)

o

“ .. the rate of ozone loss
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. . ”
has been accelerating in recent years. ~ o

“HCFCs and HFCs completely break down in the atmos—
phere within 50 years. ” .

”

“The Arctic polar vortex forms each northern winter . ... "

o

3.2

- Gerbig( 1993 2000)

“@, . . . . ”»
Cases of non — malignant skin cancer have been increasing over many years.

( Gerbig 1993: 67 -
69) o Alexander( 1996) o NIREX

“Britain produces radioactive waste every day ...”  “The safe disposal of our radioactive

waste ... "7  Britain  our
‘Some of the most stringent safety requirements in the world will have to be met. ”
“will have to be met”
“to fatten a pig’ ‘to breed pigeons’ ‘to fertilize the soil’ ‘“to
channel a river” o Gerbig( 1993 2000)
cause  responsible o Solin
(2004) N N
“pollu-

tion kills people pollution causes health effect pollution results in health effect die from pollu—
tion health effect as a result of pollution deadly pollution” “health effect rises on

days of high pollution”
3.3
( Halliday 1994) .

o o Halliday & Martin
18



( 1993) 113 ”» « ” [13 ”»

o “killing of whales” “kall”

( Goatly 1996: 555) .

a slaughtering operation killing method killing techniques a hu-

mane death seal o
o the seal hunt  the whitecoat harvest seal whitecoat
hunt hunt  harvest
o Stibbe( 2012:92) ( The Millennium Ecosys—
tem Assessment) fish fish
o fish catch demand for fish the overharvest of fish

people catch fish people demand fish people take much more fish from the

sea °

fish N

3.4
Martin & White( 2005) ( appraisal systems) . N
o Martin & Rose(2003: 58)

[

? ?
Stibbe( 2015: 83) ( appraisal patterns)

o

( Monsanto)
beneficial improve help solutions sharing integrated stewardship new
biotech  biotech crops ( Alexander 2009: 140 - 143; Stibbe 2015:
85) -
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( Stibbe 2012: 23) .
greedy pig dirty

dog stupid cow big ape ugly bitch.
sick as a dog many ways to skin a cat flogging a dead horse the straw that broke the camel’ s
back . an early bird in fine

feather happy as a lark wise as an owl chirpy as a cricket,

(ibid.:24) .

N

» Jepson(2008: 133 - 142)

The soldier euthanized five enemy

troops. The numbers of unwanted pet animals euthanized each year
are staggering. o euthanize( )
o euthanize
slaughter
“« »
4.0

( Alexander & Stibbe 2014:105) .

1 Alexander R. Integrating the ecological perspective: Some linguistics self reflections A . In A. Fill
(ed.) . Sprachiskologie und Okolinguistik C . Tiibingen: Stauffenburg 1996.131 —148.
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