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(1) The natural disposition of a great and benevolent Sovereign such as is Your Imperial Majesty whom

Providence has seated upon a Throne for the good of Mankind-* is to watch over -+

[43

whom ”( Province)

«

(DBaker “ ”( narrative) Foucault ”( discourse)
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“ ”( throne) “ ” ( sovereign)

~ ~

o “ 7 (2)

(2) No doubt the interchange of commodities between Nations distantly situated tends to their mutual
convenience industry and wealth as the blessings which the Great God of Heaven has conferred upon various
soils and climates are thus distributed among his Creatures scattered over the surface of the Earth.
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[ ”» 43 » (
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“natural disposition”) o
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2.2 ¢ o 7

« » « » o« » « »

1756 1763 “ "o
e (3

(3) And now that We have by prudence and Justice avoided the calamities of war into which discord and
ambition have plunged most of the other Kingdoms of Europe and that by engaging Our Allies in Hindostan to put
an end to hostilities occasioned by the attack of an ambious Neighbour even when it was in Our power to destroy
him We have the happiness of being at peace with all the World no time can be so propitious for extending the

bounds of friendship and benevolence-**

“now that” “ ( )7 (no time can be so
propitious) o

FG . (3)

113 »
( ) . o

“ ”( we have the happiness of being at peace) 1)
(it was in Our power) ;2) ( engaging Our Allies in Hindostan to) ; 3)
( hostilities occasioned by the Neighbour) ( ) “ .
“ ( )7 o ( conquest)
( domination) ( wealth) . ( engage the allies) o
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(4) We rely on

[13

143

(4)

*+ that one Man shall not suffer for the crime of another in which he did not participate ***

but that every measure shall be taken on the part of Your Government as Our Ambassador is instructed strictly to

direct to be taken on the part of Our People to seize and bring to condign Punishment

transgressing the laws or good order of Your Empire -

)

( take measure)

[43

( )

2 4 €« ” €« ”»

”»

N

that

”»

( exclusiveness) :

( direct)

113

« »

13

”»

any of Our Subjects

1843

113 »

(5)

(5) We have fixed upon Our right trusty and well-beloved Cousin and Counsellor the Right Honorable George

Lord Viscount Macartney Baron of Lissanoure and one of Our most honorable Privy Council of Our Kingdom of

Great Britain*** to be Our Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Your Imperial Majesty+*
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The Discourse Powers Behind the Credentials and the Appeal:
A Critical Discourse Analysis on the

Translation of the Macartney Mission’ s Letter
LIAO Xungiao

Abstract: King George 11’ s letter to Emperor Qianlong an important document in the Macartney Mission of 1793 commences
the formal Sino-British diplomatic relation and betokens the mode of the dialog between China and the West. The English and Chinese
versions of the letter employ different conceptual operations on the “figure-ground” relation and this difference reflects the conflict
between two discourse powers. The translated Chinese text disrupts the original cognitive mechanism and intends to occupy a vantage
point in the dialog. The translation of the credentials is a defensive and resistant response by the Celestial Empire discourse to the one
of the Sun-Never-Setting Empire.

Key words: Macartney Embassy; translation of credentials; conflict; discourse power

° 132



