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Abstracts of Key Papers in Current Issue

Two Notions of Modularity by Noam Chomsky, LU Zhijun(translator) & ZENG Dan(translator), p.1

In 1984, Chomsky published the programmatic paper “Modular Approaches to the Study of the Mind”. Thirty—
five years later, Chomsky reillustrates the classic topic of mind modularity. The two modularity ideas discussed in
this paper exhibit two different ways of language researching and two related mental processes: input modules as a
parsing system proposed by Fodor and central modules as an internal cognitive system proposed by Chomsky. The
paper states that as an acquisition —based module to internally generate I-language, central modules provide
the mental thought with the means for syntactic construction and semantic interpretation, with ancillary operations of
externalization reflecting properties of the sensorimotor system. The contradiction between central modules and Fodor’s
“Quinean and isotropic” central system is only apparent. “The (dis) confirmation of grammaticaltheory” relies on any
evidence in principle, and will not be confused with the operations of language acquisition.
Key words: mind; modularity; input system; central system; externalization; I-Languege
Reflections on the Rhetoric and Functions of the Naming of Discourse by LI Zhanzi, p.8

An overwhelming flow of named discourse can be observed in social science studies. The paper reflects on the
rhetoric and functions of the naming of discourse. By sorting out the ways of naming according to field, user,
applicable situation, function, rhetoric style and core concepts, the reflection injects a functional linguistic
understanding of these ways of naming. Also discussed are the roles of naming in describing, classifying and
circulating of discourse. It is hoped that discussing the hows and whys of discourse naming will shed light on the
circulation of discourse in the new media age.
Key words: discourse; naming; rhetoric; function; context; social—cultural context; diplomatic discourse
Conception Innovation of Lexicographical Practice in the Horizon of China-based Discourse
Construction in Translation Studies: Diachronic Comparison (1978-2018) and Theoretical
Reflection by LIU Runze, WEI Xiangqing & HUANG Xinyu, p.53

Over the past 40 years, in the area of translation studies, efforts have been made to establish a China-based
discourse system with the view to embracing a prospect of a mutually reliable academic ecology worldwide. In this
regard, evidence could be found in the textual fabric of those lexicographical works in Chinese translation studies. A
diachronic comparison has revealed that both the form and content of Chinese traditional discourse in the dictionary
series have been changing as a response to the need of discourse construction and discipline development. The
present study argues that these textual changes are actually motivated to a large degree by the conception of
lexicographical practice in this field and that the conception is open to further evolvement at present times when
China —based discourse construction is on an even more active track. Based on the analysis of domestic
lexicographical practice in the field of translation studies, this paper points out that specialized lexicography is
fundamentally a process of knowledge collection, analysis, dissemination and application, and that in the practice of
discourse construction, indigenous Chinese dictionaries function distinctly from those imported from the West. This
piece of conception innovation could help to make full use of the instrumentality of dictionaries in inheriting and
developing traditional academic resources in the practice of China-based discourse construction.
Key words: China—based discourse construction; dictionary of Chinese translation studies; conception innovation of
translation studies dictionary
Restructuring Foreign Language Competence Based on Cognitive Grammar by JIA Guangmao,
p-58

Traditionally, foreign language competence in language teaching syllabus is often decomposed into several
components such as grammar, pragmatics, strategies, etc.. However, this is not in line with real language use. A new
framework of foreign language competence based on cognitive grammar is proposed in the present paper. The main tenet is
that foreign language competence can not be separated from cognitive abilities, notably various dimensions of construal,
through which the components in traditional frameworks of language competence can be accounted for in a unified way.
The new framework is in accordance with the idea that language use is dynamic and integrated. It can effectively help
solve the conflicts between competence and performance, provide insights into systematic analysis of reasons why
unidiomatic expressions arise in foreign language use, and forge highly efficient foreign language teaching method.

Key words: cognitive grammar; construal; foreign language competence; restructuring
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