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(1) President Trump will announce Thursday a series of trade enforcement actions designed to punish
China for years of widespread violations of U.S. intellectual property rights...

(2) But years of broken Chinese promises explain...

(3) China uses these dialogues to delay and run out the clock and make you ask for things they already
said they were going to do ...

(4) The trade crackdown on China follows years of fruitless negotiations that failed to halt “China’s
state-led market~distorting efforts to force pressure and steal U.S. technologies and intellectual property ...

(5) Robert E. Lighthizer the U.S. trade representative called China’s intellectual property rights
practices “an assault” on American high-technology industries.

(6) Trump in August ordered Lighthizer to investigate whether China was discriminating against U.S.
companies with its intellectual property practices.

(7) Chinese President Xi Jinping fresh from eliminating term limits on his rule presides over a

government that already has drawn up lists of potential American products for retaliation in a trade war.
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(8) Administration officials ( Actor) are bracing for ( Process) a firm Chinese response to any action

( Goal) .

(9) Chinese hackers( Actor) also have penetrated( Process) computer networks of companies such as U.

S. Steel( Goal)
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making off with confidential business plans.
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(10  “China is not going to want to come to the negotiating table from a position of weakness " said
Claire Reade former U.S. trade representative chief counsel for China trade enforcement. “They’ve been

thinking of this since Trump was elected.”

( 11) Tighter visa policies for Chinese students are also being considered according to the executives

who spoke on the condition of anonymity in order to discuss private conversations.

(10) Claire Reade
Claire Reade “Claire Reade formeor U.S. trade
representative chief counsel for China trade enforcement” . (10)
. o (11)
“the executives” » (11) “
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(12) The administration says that U.S. companies face pressure to hand over technology to their
Chinese partners to gain needed government permits and licenses.

(13) And Chinese investors including state-backed funds have been encouraged by their government
to acquire U.S. intellectual property by buying Silicon Valley companies officials said.
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American Mainstream News Media ‘s Portrayal of the Two Sides” Images in

"US-China Trade War'': A Case Study of The Washington Post
LI ZhanHang PENG Meng-ying
( Foreign Language School North China Electric Power University Beijing 102206 China)

Abstract: This paper adopts Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework to conduct a critical discourse
analysis on a news report about the " China-US Trade War" published by the Washington Post on March 21
from all three levels: text discursive practice and sociocultural practice. To be more specific it mainly
focuses on the description of linguistic features the interpretation of intertextual features and the
explanation of causes from sociocultural perspectives at each level. Findings show that " the Washingion
Post" is not objective and fair in portraying the images of the two sides in the " US-China trade war": On
the one hand it deliberately demonizes and even discredits the image of China in the report; On the other
hand it attempts to portray America as an image of justice and even an image of victim. The American
media’s reports on the " US-China trade war" are affected by current international power relations and its
domestic social and cultural environment.

Key words: critical discourse analysis; Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework; the US-China trade

war; The Washington Post
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