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A Critical Analysis of “Other-Constructed” National Image
of China Based on Transitivity System:
—A Case Study of China-related Discourses in U. S. Official Documents

KANG Jun-Ying
( School of Foreign Languages Shanxi Normal University Linfen Shanxi 041004 China)

Abstract: Isolationism emerges in U. S. foreign policy as a result of the relative decline of America growing
nationalism political demands at home and so on meanwhile Sino-U. S. major power relations cause wide con—
cern. The present research based on a self-constructed corpus of four U. S. official documents issued recently is
intended to conduct a critical analysis of the discursive construction of China’s national image through examining
transitivity representations and its distribution in China—related discourses in the documents. It is revealed that ma—
terial processes take up a much higher percentage than relational processes verbal processes etc. Transitive mate—
rial processes deliberately cast aspersions on China’s justifiable state acts demonizing the image of China indenti—
fying relational processes identifies the rise of China as a sever challenge and its positioning of China from “strategic
competitor” to “rival”. The “other — constructed’ “national image of China” highlights U. S. strategic anxiety fol-
lowing the U. S. development logic that a country will inevitably become arrogant and seek hegemony when it grows
strong and powerful and its ideology of hegemony.

Key words: China—related discourses; transitivity system; national image of China; strategic positioning of

China



