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Language Attitudes in Hong Kong Compared with Guangzhou
and Beijing: 20 Years after the Handover

GAO Yihong WU Dongying MA Zhe

Abstract: This 2017 study replicated a 1997 Maiched Guise language attitude
research on college students in Hong Kong

Cantonese Putonghua ( PTH)

Beijing and Guangzhou. Attitudes towards
English and Cantonese accented PTH were examined.
Major findings were: 1) Evaluation factors of the three cities were more similar than in
1997. 2) As in 1997 Hong Kong’ s ratings of Cantonese accented PTH were significantly
higher than the other two cities. Hong Kong’ s ratings of PTH were higher than Beijing
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(and Guangzhou) on some items and lower on others. 3) Guangzhou’ s ratings of
Cantonese seemed higher than those of 1997. 4) Rating differences among the three cities
appeared smaller than in 1997; so did those between “standard” and “non-standard”
varieties. Such results showed that Hongkongers strived for “optimal distinctiveness”
keeping a balance between “being Chinese” and “being Hongkongers”. Globalization and
localization forces are both at work.
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