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Indigenous Narration and Reconstruction of the Cultural
Discourse of Traditional Chinese Medicine: A Study

Based on Two Local Gazetteers of Quzhou
GAO Jiayan', HOU Song®

(1.College of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321001, China;
2.Center for Translation Studies, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510420, China)

Abstract: As traditional Chinese culture and world intangible cultural heritage, traditional Chinese
medicine (TCM) is faced with the urgent task of reconstructing its discourse in the current heat of heritage
protection movement and rejuvenation of Chinese culture. This study aims to explore the indigenous or
traditional understanding of TCM, by adopting the approach of discourse analysis and analyzing the narratives
of herbs and TCM physicians in Local Gazetieer of Xi’an County and Local Gazetteer of Qu County. It is
found that, distinct from the authoritative discourse of UNESCO’s intangible cultural heritage protection, the
traditional discourse of Chinese medicine transcends the western concepts of knowledge and skill; instead, it
centers on constructing the diverse cultural and local connotation of TCM, and highlights the ethical concern
embodied in the transmitters of this cultural heritage.

Key words: cultural heritage; traditional Chinese medicine ; discourse analysis; local gazetteer



