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Abstract: At the end of 2014, the American debate organization "Intelligence Squared" held a debate of
"Genetically modify food" in New York which invited four scientists in biotechnology fields as representatives of
two sides. Based on the words from both sides as corpus, and using James Paul Gee’s discourse construction task
as the analytical framework, this paper analyzed four scientists’ discourse and explored the scientific discourse’s
characteristics of GM issues in practice. The study found that through the construction of identity, rationality and
"neutral" discourse, both sides in the debate attempted to construct a scientific discourse of authority to gain trust.
They used intertextuality, presupposition and criticism to compete for the discourse of dominant position, and used
a series of linguistic and rhetorical strategies in order to strengthen the power of their discourse or deconstruct the
opposite’s discourse.
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