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Commodified Identity Manipulation and Delimitation
in Real Estate Advertising Discourse

Yao Xiaodong, Beijing Forestry University

Abstract: As an integral dimension of identity construction, consumption activity
constructs consumers’ commodified identity and manipulates their interpersonal relationship.
This research, based on the real estate advertising discourse, analyzed the awareness of the
audience design in the real estate advertising discourse, and revealed the underlying ideology
and identity specification. It was found that real estate advertising discourse, while arousing
spatial identity awareness in the minds of the audience, and shaping their commodified and
cultural identity, serves as a boundary-delimitation tool and a means of relational
connectedness and separateness, and manifests its intervention in the social reality.

Key words: real estate advertising discourse, audience design, commodified identity,
connectedness & separateness
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