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A Comparative Analysis of Sino— American Speech Reported
in New York Times before and after the South China Sea Arbitration

XIN Bin SHI Jia
( Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097 China)

Abstract: Reported speech is indispensable to news reports and the readers can often estimate the
extent to which the reporters interfere into the reported speech by examining its modes sources and
reporting verbs. The South China Sea arbitration has attracted lots of interest from the West espe-
cially the United States of America and it has been widely reported by American news media. This
paper intends to make a comparative analysis of the reported speech of relevant Sino-American offi—
cial discourses by New York Times before and after the arbitration. From the analysis we can see the
subtle changes both in the official attitudes and in the way the discourses are reported by New York
Times.
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( Bakhtin 1981; Bamgbose 1986; 2014 2016) .
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Leech & Short (2001)

( narrative report of speech act NRSA) (indirect reporting IR)
( free indirect reporting FIR) ( direct reporting DR) ( free direct

“« ”»

reporting FDR) .
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o FDR FIR

2.1

o ( reporting
speech) ( reported speech)
(1) ‘I’ m hesitant to make the Olympics a site of political protest ~ he said at the time
“because I think it” s partly about bringing the world together. ”
( New York Times 2016 3 30 )
(1)
(2) The United States “simply cannot afford to neglect or avoid ”the South China Sea is—
sue the deputy national security advisor said on Tuesday.

( New York Times 2016 7 12 )

(2) Vo-
loshinov( 1978) “ ”( preset direct discourse PDS) . PDS
“ ”( scare quotes SQ)
Waugh( 1995: 146 — 149) « /
”( combined direct/indirect speech) . IS( indirect speech)
NRSA “ ”

o Semino & Short ( 2004:55)
o Saka( 2005: 192 - 193)

113 ”»

é“ ” “ ”» é“
)

” o Bell( 1991: 208)
“ ”( so-called) , Geis( 1987: 89) Bell “
”( snigger quotes) o

2.2
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(3) He urged the Chinese to stop military activities there and endorsed a process of arbi—
tration to settle differences between Beijing and its Southeast Asian neighbors.
( New York Times 2015 11 18 )
Fairclough( 1995)
( slipping) o Volosinov( 1978)

“ ”

13 ”

(4 “We do not claim an inch of land that does not belong to us but we won’ t give up
any patch that is ours ”said a front-page editorial in The People’ s Daily which ridiculed the
tribunal as a “lackey of some outside forces” that would be remembered as a “laughingstock in
human history. ”

( New York Times 2016 7 12 )
(4) N o

(5) On Friday Chinese diplomats spoke to reporters in Hong Kong.

( New York Times 2016 5 13 )

3.0

( i

. ; :(4)
: Xinhua the official Chinese news agency o
( 1994; 2006 2010): (1)
( specific source SS) o

)

“Beijing’  “Washington”  “China’  ‘“the United States’
:(2)
( unspecified source UNS)
China experts said. .. the sources said. .. ; (3)

( indistinguishable source INS)
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were reports. . .

4.0

o

: DS(

- NI(
) CHN(

: SS(

It is said/reported/learned. . .

PDS(

) o

( “ )
)
) 00(
) UNS(
> < > <

Reports say. .. There
( »
SQ( ) 15( )
) GA( ) OM(
) INS(
>

(6) Chinas Foreign Minister Wang Yi had asked <IS > < CHN > < NI > <SS > Kerry to

lend his support for bilateral talks to restart between Manila and Beijing in a meeting between

the two in the Laos capital of Vientiane on Monday.

( New York Times 2016 7 26 )

2013 ( ) 2016 7
12 o
{ » ( nytimes. com) (2013 12 17
2016 7 11 ) (2016 7 12 2016 8 13 ) 81
Antconc3. 4.
3 o 1000 ( 478
522 ) 724 452 272 ).
1 )
DS PDS ) IS NRSA
478 65(14%) 45(9%) 51(11%) 239(50%) 78(16%)
522 113(22%) 42(8%) 38(7%) 305(58%) 24(5%)
1000 178( 18%) 87(8%) 89(9%) 544(55%) 102( 10% )
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2 ( )
DS PDS SQ IS NRSA
452 66(15%) 41(9%) 51(11%) 250(55% ) 44(10%)
272 65(24%) 37(14%) 17(6%) 146(54%) 7(2%)
724 131(18%) 78(11%) 68(9%) 396(55%) 51(7%)
¢ » DS.SQ.IS PDS
NRSA { »
. PDS
PDS (14%)
(8%); IS
( ) - NRSA
( )
. DS -PDS-SQ-IS-NRSA ( »

(7) Washington says it takes no side in the disputes but wants to protect freedom of navi—
gation in the waterway.
( New York Times 2016 5 19 )
(8) The U.S. refuses to recognize the new features as enjoying the legal rights of natural—
ly occurring islands and while it takes no formal position on sovereignty claims insists that all
nations enjoy the right to freely sail and fly through the strategically vital area.
( New York Times 2016 5 13 )

(9 “The United States expresses its hope and expectation that both parties will comply

with their obligations ” Kirby said.
( New York Times 2016 7 12 )

(10 “We will not turn a blind eye to this important waterway in return for cooperation

elsewhere in the world 7 he added.

( New York Times 2016 7 12 )
( »
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NI 00 GA oM
396( 83%) 38(8%) 21(4%) 23(5%)
264(51%) 199(38%) 58(11%) 1(1%)
660( 66% ) 237(24%) 79 (8%) 24(2%)
4 )
NI 00 GA oM
378(84%) 22(5%) 10(2%) 42(9%)
135(50%) 80(29%) 55(20%) 2(1%)
513(71%) 102( 14%) 65(9%) 44(6%)
( NI) 66% 71%
(GA) ( OM)
(00) 24% 14%;
( »
( NI) (OM) 00 GA
00 GA.
00 GA
o § » 00 GA

(1) “We’ ve been conducting freedom of navigation operations all over the world for dec—
ades so no one should be surprised by them ” Admiral Harris said. “The South China Sea is
not and will not be an exception. ”

( New York Times 2015 11 3 )

§ »
Harris 00
. ( ) 57 00
29%
5 6
5 ( )
SS UNS INS

448(93%) 29(6%) 1(1%)
388(74%) 133(25%) 1(1%)
836(83%) 162( 16%) 2(1%)
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6
ss UNS INS
433(96%) 19(4%) 0(0%)
225(83%) 46(17%) 1(1%)
658(90% ) 65(9%) 1(1%)
( »
SS 90% INS
. (
» . UNS
UNS.
( )
7
say 115 (50%) say 193 (71%)
claim 22 (9%) tell 11 (4%)
accuse 11 (5%) warn 5 (2%)
tell 10 (4%) accuse 5 (2%)
state 8 (3%) add 4(1.5%)
call 4(1.5%)
announce 4(1.5%)
ask 4(1.5%)
speak 4(1.5%)
urge 3(1%)
8
say 126(56%) say 109( 69% )
claim 11(5%) tell 11(7%)
tell 10(4.5%) add 9(6%)
reject 10(4.5%) urge 3(2%)
blame 8(3.5%) call 3(2%)
add 6(2.5%) speak 3(2%)
ask 2(1%)
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7 8 say  tell
o Geis( 1987) ( positive)
( negative) . . .

say tell ask add call state speak announce
claim urge blame accuse reject. ( »
( 33% 29%) claim
33 16 ( NRSA)

(12) Although the South China Sea stretches some 500 miles from mainland China Bei-

jing has claimed most of it.
( New York Times 2016 3 30 )
(13) Now that the court has decided the procedural question it will examine the substan—

tive merits of China’ s sweeping claims to most of the South China Sea.
( New York Times 2015 10 30 )
( NRSA) ( )

3 » “« . 24
most sweeping

13%
3% .

5.0

€ )

( » NRSA
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