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Abstract: The use of reported speech in news reports may effectively enhance the objectivity and reliability of the reports.
However the choice of reporting modes reporting verbs and news sources is bound to reflect the reporters’ stand and attitudes
towards the event reported. People’ s Daily and New York Times reported extensively on the South China Sea Arbitration unilat—
erally filed by The Philippines. Through a comparative and contrastive analysis of those reports the paper is able to show some
of the major similarities and differences between these two newspapers in their reports of Chinese and American official speech.
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(1) Washingtonhasaccused <IS > <US > <NI > <SS >
Beijing of militarizing the South China Sea after creating artifi—
cial islands. ( New York Times 2016-519)
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(2) U.S. lawmakers are welcoming the South China Sea
tribunal ruling and calling for the U.S. Navy to challenge Chi—
na’s excessive maritime claims. ( New York Times 20167-2)

(3) However if that effort fails and competition esca—
lates into confrontation U.S. air and naval forces are prepared
to uphold freedom of maritime and air navigation in the dispu—

ted area a defense official said on Wednesday. ( New York

Times 20167-3)
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