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A Critical Intertextual Analysis of the

“Award” of the South China Sea Arbitration
Xin Bin

Abstract: van Dijk ( 1993: 131) points out that discourse analysis needs to “pay more attention to the
sociopolitical and cultural presuppositions and implications of discourse analyses” and that “scholars should not be
indifferent to the major issues of today’s world and should also show this in their work. ”( ibid.: 132) This paper is
a critical analysis of the “Award” of the South China Sea Arbitration from the point of view of intertextuality and
recontextualization. The analysis shows that the “award” can hardly be seen as a legal document and that it is
rather more like a political “award” with political biases.
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