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Framing Analysis of the Sino —American News Reports on the South China Sea Disputes
Xin Bin
(Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097 China)

We all perceive and experience reality by means of interpretative schemata initial expectations about the world and priorities
of interests and in that sense our understanding of the world is inevitably framed. This paper is a contrastive analysis of the ways
in which Chinese and American news media frame their reports on the South China Sea disputes in order to influence the public
opinion. The analysis shows that the news media have exploited various types of frames to create a positive image of their own
country and a negative image of their rival country. As individual readers always have their own interpretative schemata and inte—
rests which may not conform to those of the news reporters the effects of the frames employed by the news media upon their rea—
ders are bound to be different from person to person and from group to group.
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