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Discourse Analysis of the Evolution of Ideological and Political Education
Policy in Colleges and Universities since the Reform and Opening up

XIE Ying-ying
(Zhejiang Wanli University, Ningbo Zhejiang 315100)

Abstract: Based on the Fairclough’s three—dimensional conception of discourse, this paper analyzed the
evolution of China’s ideological and political education policy in colleges and universities since its
reform and opening up in order to reveal the social relations behind the text of political discourse. It
found that in the text analysis the theme of the policy remained relatively stable, but its focus had
changed with the times. In the discursive practice analysis, intertextuality from political discourse
reflected the discourse production. Policy discourse had become the common speech of other policies of
the party and the government, which reflected the distribution of discourse. The coherent and
personalized response to the local policies and regulations reflected the discourse consumption. In the
analysis of social practice, the deep relationships between discourse, power and interests were
elucidated by the vicissitudes of stakeholders’ discourse and the change of network discourse right in
policy adjustment.

Key words: reform and opening up; colleges and universities; ideological and political education; policy

evolution; critical discourse analysis
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