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SI: (I'm)  (xx) committee chair for Elizabeth Behenski, and I’m here to announce the defense of

um Beth’s thesis ... ( ) <SS: LAUGH> so, (xx) that situation. Beth came here several

vears ago as a paleoceanographer, and um she completed a degree in the geology department,

uh, a master’s degree there and then wisely, saw that her interests really, lay in, terrestrial

plants... ( ) and I think Beth will explain, <SS: LAUGH> how that actually works, a
little bit more clearly so, 1'm gonna let Beth go ahead.
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S1:Alright well, welcome all of you. I think we should get a bigger room, but we didn’t <SS:

LAUGH> know. Uh, we’ll start off the the defense the way that we typically do in the department

is to have the candidate, make a brief statement about his involvement with the topic of the

dissertation. Uh, so, would you like to talk about that, [S2. veah | very briefly?
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S1:0kay we’ll go around the table and we’ll uh uh, ask questions, make comments, whatever, so
Bob, you wanna start, will you?
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um, party at my house this evening to um, celebrate Beth’s defense and there’re maps here, it’s

in town, so please take a map and um see us there about seven—thirty, and, does anybody have

any questions?
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S7: Yeah, sorry Bruce. I’m asking about the uh leaf margin analysis...
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(20) ,S1 if let’s ,

o



6

23
(21) ( C3)
C H o
S1: , , o
(21) ,S1 , :
(22) ( C5)
S1: , , ,20 o
(22) ,s1 ,
(Swales 2004 )
(23) ( El)
S1: Other questions...? Um, okay, you wanna give us a couple minutes then.
(23) .81 ,
24) (4
Civvneen , |
Sl ,
(24) ,S1 o
, , (20) (24),
s (Rees—Miller 2000; Vine 2004 ;
Reinhardt 2010; 2015), 4 ,
(Spencer—Oatey 2008) ) (
2015),

( 2015),

)

(Blum-Kulka et al. 1989; Harris 2003; Rue & Zhang 2008),

’

”

o

(Don & Izadi 2011 3784),



24 2018

Blum-Kulka, S., J. House & G. Kasper (eds.). 1989. Cross—cultural Pragmatics : Requests and Apologies|C]. Norwood, N.
J.: Ablex Pub. Corp.

Brown, R. & A. Gilman. 1960. The pronouns of power and solidarity[C]// G. Pier Paolo (ed.). Language and Social Context.
Penguin: Harmondsworth, 252-282.

Camiciottoli, B. C. 2004. Interactive discourse structuring in L2 guest lectures: Some insights from a comparative corpus—
based study[J]. Journal of English for Academic Purposes 3: 39-54.

Camiciottoli, B. C. 2008. Interaction in academic lectures vs. written text materials: The case of questions|J]. Journal of
Pragmatics 40: 1216-1231.

Carey, R. 2014. A closer look at laughter in academic talk: A reader responselJ]. Journal of English for Academic Purposes
14. 118-123.

de Klerk, V. 1995. The discourse of postgraduate seminars|]J|. Linguistics and Education 7. 157-174.

Don, Z. M. & A. lzadi. 2011. Relational connection and separation in Iranian dissertation defenses|J|. Journal of Pragmatics
43, 3782-3792.

Engin, M. 2017. Contributions and silence in academic talk: Exploring learner experiences of dialogic interaction [J].
Learning, Culture and Social Interaction 12 78-86.

Harris, S. 2003. Politeness and power: Making and responding to requests in institutional settings[J]. Text 23 27-52.

Henricson, S. & M. Nelson. 2017. Giving and receiving advice in higher education : Comparing Sweden —Swedish and
Finland—Swedish supervision meetings|J]. Journal of Pragmatics 109: 105-120.

Limberg, H. 2010. The Interactional Organization of Academic Talk : Office Hour Consultations[M]. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins Publishing Company.

”

Lin, C. 2010. “... that’s actually sort of you know trying to get consultants in ...”: Functions and multifunctionality of
modifiers in academic lectures|J|. Journal of Pragmatics 42: 1173-1183.

Lin, C. 2012. Modifiers in BASE and MICASE: A matter of academic cultures or lecturing styles?[J]|. English for Specific
Purposes 31: 117-126.

Lin, C. 2015. Seminars and interactive lectures as a community of knowledge co—construction: The use of modifiers[]].
English for Specific Purposes 38: 99-108.

Lin, C. 2017. “I see absolutely nothing wrong with that in fact I think...”: Functions of modifiers in shaping dynamic
relationships in dissertation defenses|]J]. Journal of English for Academic Purposes 28: 14-24.

Locher, M. A. 2004. Power and Politeness in Action: Disagreements in Oral Communication|M]. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

Mayr, A. 2008. Language and Power: An Introduction to Institutional Discourse[M]. London: Continuum.

Nakane, 1. 2006. Silence and politeness in intercultural communication in university seminars|J]. Journal of Pragmatics 38
1811-1835.

0’ Boyle, A. 2014.“You’ and ‘I’ in university seminars and spoken learner discourse|J]. Journal of English for Academic
Purposes 16: 40-56.

Recski, L. 2005. Interpersonal engagement in academic spoken discourse: A functional account of dissertation defenses|]J].
English for Specific Purposes 24 5-23.

Rees—Miller, J. 2000. Power, severity, and context in disagreement|J]. Journal of Pragmatics 32. 1087-1111.

Reinhardt, J. 2010. Directives in office hour consultations: A corpus—informed investigation of learner and expert usagelJ].
English for Specific Purposes 29: 94-107.

Rue, Y. & G. Q. Zhang. 2008. Request Strategies : A Comparative Study in Mandarin Chinese and Korean|[M]. Amsterdam



6 : 25

John Benjamins Publishing Company.
Searle, J. 1969. Speech Acts: An Essay in the Philosophy of Language|[M]. London: Cambridge University Press.
Spencer—Oatey, H. 2008. Face, (im)politeness and rapport[C]/ H. Spencer—Oatey (ed.). Culturally Speaking: Culture
Communication and Politeness Theory. London: Continuum, 11-47.
Swales, J. 2004. Research Genres: Explorations and Applications[M]. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press.
Vehvildinen, S. 2009. Student—initiated advice in academic supervision|[]]. Research on Language and Social Interaction 42 :
163-190.
Verschueren, J. 1999. Understanding Pragmatics|M]. London: Edward Arnold.
Vine, B. 2004. Getting Things Done at Work ;. The discourse of Power in Workplace Interaction|[M]. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins Publishing Company.
Watts, R. 1991. Power in Family Discourse[M]. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.
, . 2016. — [JI- (2): 16-
22.
. 2016. [J]. (2):29-32, 38.
. 2013a. [J]. (6): 6-10.
. 2013b. [Cy/ ,
: , 118-153.
. 2013c. [J]. ( ) (3): 154-160.
. 2014. [M]. : .
. 2015. [J]. (2): 147-158.
. 2016. [J]. (2): 23-28.
. 2013. — “ " [J]- (6): 11-14.
. 2009. — [J]. (3): 26-33.
. 2018. [J]. (2): 34-40.
, . 2018. “ 7 [J]. (3): 36-45.
, . 2018. [J]. (3): 66-70, 77.

Construction of the Institutional Power in Academic Talk .
Based on the Analysis of Committee Chairs’ Discourse at

Dissertation Defenses
REN Yuxin

(School of Foreign Languages, Lanzhou University of Technology, Lanzhou 730050, China)

Abstract: The study focuses on how committee chairs at dissertation defenses construct their
institutional power in both Chinese and English academic talks. The finding shows that the committee
chairs construct the institutional power when talking to various interlocutors in the activity type, including
candidates, committee members, and all participants of the events. Various pragmatic acts are performed
to construct the institutional power of the committee chairs, for instance, making requests, welcoming
participants, expressing gratitude, giving advice, making comments and introducing candidates. The study
may contribute to the further discussion on power construction in institutional contexts.

Key words: institutional power; academic talk ; pragmatic acts



