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A Corpus- assisted Analysis of Discursive Construction of China’s Economy
in the UK Press
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China’ s quick economic growth from 2011 to 2015 has become a hot topic on which the Western press feels worthy of con—
siderable focus. This paper aims to identify the attitudes of UK press towards China’s economic growth (2011 —2015) and the
various social or ideological reasons by using the method of Corpus-assisted Discourse Studies (CADS). Drawing on the salient
linguistic patterns identified by Sketch Engine we find that the attitudes of UK press are very complicated. Through transferring
of issues the UK press criticizes China’ s pursuit of economic growth at the price of environmental pollution and constructs a neg—
ative image of China for its imbalance between economic growth and environmental protection.
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(@D The Chinese economy is the second biggest

economy in the world behind the US. (Daily Mail
2012 -8 —10)

(@ China the world’ s second largest economy

saw its service sector slow sharply in July to its
lowest level in nearly nine years. (The Guardian
2014 -8 -6)
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(@ Many economists believe China needs to

grow by at least 6% a year just to keep pace with
population growth. (The Guardian 2015 — 11 —
21)

(® China is expected to grow by 7.3 per cent
and India by 6 per cent. By contrast growth in the
United States looks like being around 2.2 per cent.
(The Independent 2014 —11 —16)
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(©® Under the protocol developing countries—e—
ven major economies such as China and India—were

( The

under no obligation to cut their emissions.

Guardian 2013 -9 -21)
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@ Even if developed countries cut their emis—
sions to zero that would not be enough to halt runa—
way climate change—because emissions from rapidly
industrialising economies are now so high. Green—
house gases from economies such as China South
Korea and India that have industrialised rapidly in
the past two decades now make up the bulk of the

world’ s carbon emissions. (The Guardian 2012 —

12 —4)
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A slowdown in China’ s economic growth
helped the world to a pause in the upward rise in
greenhouse gas emissions last year. Last November
the world’ s two biggest emitters—the US and China—
jointly announced their commitments under the UN
process. The US has pledged a cut of 25% to 28%
by 2025 China has
pledged that its emissions will peak by 2030

compared with 2005 levels.
a goal
that the European Union’ s former climate chief told
the Guardian was “very late” compared with what
China is capable of. (The Guardian 2015 -3 —13)
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