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The Paradigm of Discourse Analyses and the Theoretical

Foundation of Ecological Discourse Analysis
He Wei & Wei Rong

Abstract: Ecological discourse analysis ( EDA) has emerged at the “ecological turn” of the development of
both human civilization and arts and humanities. However the concept of EDA is not clearly defined yet. By
reviewing the approaches to Critical Discourse Analysis Positive Discourse Analysis and Multimodal Discourse
Analysis this paper reaches the conclusion that EDA differs from other approaches in terms of its origin
objectives scope procedures and theoretical foundation. Furthermore the paper makes a clarification of the two
dimensions of the theoretical foundation of EDA — ecosophy and function-oriented linguistic theories.
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