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The Construction of Russian National Image by
Multimodal Metaphors
Take the Russian National Publicity Film as an Example

Abstract: The national image is a country’s soft power. The national
publicity film has become an effective way for all countries to publicize
the country’s image and plays an important role in establishing a good
international image of their own country. Based on the theory of mul-
timodal metaphor, this article systematically studies how the multiple
modalities build the national image of Russia. The study found that: (1)
Text modality plays a key role. Subtitles of the film on the one hand can
explain the screens and pictures; on the other hand, it can, together with
other modalities, prompt the audience to form and interpret conceptual
metaphors. (2) Visual modality dominates the film. Through the combi-
nation of film and television technology, the source and target domains
can be strengthened and enriched. (3) Auditory modality is equally
important. It also plays an indispensable role in strengthening the meta-
phorical effect.

Key Words: Multimodal conceptual metaphor; Russian national image;

Russian national publicity film



