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The Critical Discourse Analysis of Discourse Con-
struction of “China’s Threat Theory” in Japan’s
Defense White Paper 2016

Abstract: In the newest “Japan’s Defense White Paper 2016 released
on August 2nd, 2016, the Japanese government has accused that China’s
public service vessels have been sailing around the island reefs in the
East and the South China Sea, and China has also built infrastructure on

them. Meanwhile, in the white paper, the Japanese government has also
largely exaggerated China’s “military threat” towards its neighboring
countries, which has severely damaged China’s national image. Tak-
ing Fairclough’s theoretical framework of three-dimensional discourse
analysis, this study has conducted a critical analysis of the white paper.
By analyzing the application of discourse strategies of lexical manipula-
tion, passive sentences and intertextual methods in the white paper, this
study attempts to reveal the impact of Japanese government’s political
power and interests on the discourse construction of “China’s Threat
Theory” and to explore Japan’s initial intention and ideology of fabri-
cating “China’s Threat Theory”, to further disclose the falsity and the
double-standard nature of “China’s Threat Theory”.

Key Words: Japan’s Defense White Paper; “China’s Threat Theory”;
critical discourse analysis; discourse practice; ideology

(LBFH19W)

During the Beijing Olympic Games, the whole world had been paying
close attention to the whole process: from the preparation work, the
torch relay, the opening ceremony to the closing ceremony, and some
had given negative comments on it For China, clarifying how other
countries have shaped China’s national image is of top importance
to win the discourse battle of national images among all countries. In
this article, we have chosen the news reports from Russian media on
the Beijing Olympic Games with the application of discourse analysis
methods to research the demonstration and construction of China’s
national image in the Russian context. Furthermore, by comparing the
above with China’s positioning of its own national image, this article
has analyzed the similarities and differences, as well as the reasons for
the differences. The article has placed actual significance on the shaping
and improvement of China’s national image in the future.

Key Words: Russian context; national image; the Beijing Olympic
Games; discourse analysis

IEDJR R Pt Ny

|
=\l

S5 30 R T e




