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The Diplomatic Principle of “Justice and Righteousness” in
President Xi’ s Speech from the Perspective of Speech Acts:
With Special Reference to the Speech in

UN Sustainable Development Summit
LIU Fengguang ZHAO Yingru
Abstract: Political discourse is an effective carrier of diplomatic thoughts and the diplomatic principle
is also established through political discourse. Taking President Xi Jinping’ s speech delivered in UN
Sustainable Development Summit on 26™ September 2015 as data this study further elaborates on the
diplomatic principle of “justice and righteousness ”. From both macro and micro levels the paper
explores both macro-illocutionary acts sub—global illocutionary acts speech act sequences and micro—

illocutionary acts such as representatives directives commissives and expressives in President Xi’ s
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speech and analyzes the perlocutionary act with an aim to reveal China’ s diplomatic principle of taking

a right approach to justice and interest by putting justice before interest as well as China’ s international

responsibilities and leadership in the political discourse.

Key words: speech acts; political discourse; diplomatic principle of “Justice and Righteousness”
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