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3 We continue to advocate for a political
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4 We do not believe any transition option
should be rejected, all permutations of a political
solution should be assessed with clear eyed realism.
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A Study of Discourse System
Construction in Politicians’
Speech: A Case Study from

Proximization Theory Approach
Abstract: Discourse subject, purpose,
space and strategy are the key elements
in discourse system. This paper puts
forward the proximization theory as
the analytical framework for the study
of discourse space and national image
in political discourse. Specifically the
paper analyses the speech addressed by
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Australia
in UN General Assembly 70th session
general debate statement from the spatial,
temporal and axiological modal of
proximization. The study also explores
discourse strategies and demonstrates its
construal operations. The main purpose
of constructing discourse space, applying
discourse strategies and identifying
construal operations is to reveal the
coercion and enhance the national image.
Keywords: discourse system; discourse
strategy; discourse space; Proximization
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