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Abstract: This is a pragmatic comparative analysis of the specific intertextual phenomena in 42 visiting
speeches delivered by Sino-US leaders. The analysis of mainly the quotations and references shows that
although the visiting speeches of the leaders of the two countries have both similarities and differences in
the way they exploit quotations and references they share the same ultimate purpose to disseminate spe—
cific values or ideologies on the one hand and on the other to seek recognition and consensus and to lay
the foundations for mutual trust friendly exchange and peaceful coexistence.
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. 1 2 42
1
1 0 0 0% 0
2 0 0 0% 0
4 4 16 100% 4
2 1 2 50% 1
2 2 16 100% 8
8 6 18 75% 2.25
3 2 9 66.7% 3
22 15 61 68.2% 2.77
2
5 5 6 100% 1.2
2 1 1 50% 0.5
6 6 21 100% 3.5
1 1 100% 2
4 3 75% 2.25
1 1 100% 5
1 1 100% 6
20 18 50 90% 2.5
1
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61 41 67.2% 16 26.2% 4 6.6%
50 29 58% 19 38% 2 4%
) (58%)
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o ( 2003 12 10 )
(3) Chairman Mao has written ‘So many deeds cry out to be done and always urgently. The

world rolls on. Time passes. Ten thousand years are too long. Seize the day seize the hour. (

o ) 7 This is the hour this is the day for our
two peoples to rise to the heights of greatness which can build a new and a better world.
( 1972 2 21 )
(4) ... Many centuries ago Wang Po a famous Chinese poet-philosopher wrote “Although
we reside in far corners of the world having a good friend is akin to having a good neighbor. (
) ”+--1 come to China representing the sincere desire of the American people to
be good neighbors to the Chinese people. ( 1984 4 26 )
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(5) ... George Washington the Father of our Country ... He bade farewell at the close of his
term with these words to his countrymeri  “Observe good faith and justice toward all nations. Culti—
vate peace and harmony with all. ” ( 1972 2 25 )

(6) George Washington told us we would be bound together in a sacred brotherhood of free
men. ( 1984 4 27 )

(7) Abraham Lincoln defined the heart of American democracy when he said “No man is
good enough to govern another without that other’ s consent . .. "

( 1984 4 27 )
(8) In the last letter of his life the author of our Declaration of Independence and our third

»»

President Thomas Jefferson said then that “all eyes are opening to the rights of man.

( 1998 6 29 )

(9) ... That is why Lincoln could stand up in the midst of civil war and declare it a struggle

to see whether any nation ‘conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are
created equal” could long endure. ( 2009 11 16 )
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(10) ... A slightly homesick American sailor recorded that first day in a letter home. “My
dear father ” he wrote “if ever you receive this letter it will acquaint you that after a passage of
6 months and 7 days we came to anchor at Wampoo . .. The Chinese had never heard of us but we
introduced ourselves as a new nation gave them our history with a description of our country the
importance and necessity of a trade here to the advantage of both which they appear perfectly to un—
derstand and wish. ” ( 1984 4 27 )

(11) ... As one American player described his visit to China “The people are just like us . . .

The country is very similar to America but still very different. ”

( 2009 11 16 )
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( 2006 4 20 )
(13) In 1784 our founding father George Washington commissioned the Empress of China

a ship that set sail for these shores so that it could pursue trade with the Qing Dynasty.

( 2009 11 16 )
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(14) ... We remain firmly committed to the principles set forth in those three joint

communiqués that form the basis of our relationship. And based on the bedrock principle that there

is but one China we have found ways to address Taiwan constructively without rancor.

( 1989 2 25 )
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(16)
o of the people by the people and for the
people( N N ) o
( 1999 4 8 )

(17) The history the beauty and the culture of your country is legend throughout the world.
I first learned about it as a boy in a small school in the farm country of America. I never dreamed
back then that 1’ d have the opportunity to come and see these things for myself.

( 1984 4 26 )
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