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A New Method of Critical Discourse Analysis — Proximization
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Abstract: With the development of Critical Discourse Analysis ( CDA) some trends like interdisciplinarity dynamics
and pluralism are becoming more and more apparent in this field. CDA scholars have made constant exploration and
innovation via interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary research. For instance Cap (2014) one of the leading cognitive—-
pragmatic linguists developed a new methodology for CDA namely proximization. This paper through tracking Cap’s
latest research interprets the basic tenets theoretical foundations research methods and prospective applications of
proximization. It also discusses the contributions and limitations of applying proximization in CDA.
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(1) I know that some people question if America is really in a war at all. They view terrorism more as
a crime a problem to be solved mainly with law enforcement and indictments. After the World Trade
Center was first attacked in 1993... But the matter was not settled. The terrorists were still training and

plotting in other nations and drawing up more ambitious plans. After the chaos and carnage of September
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the 11" it is not enough to serve our enemies with legal papers. The terrorists and their supporters
declared war on the United States and war is what they got... But let us be candid about the consequences
of leaving Saddam Hussein in power. We 're seeking all the facts. Already the Kay Report identified
dozens of weapons of mass destruction—related program activities and significant amounts of equipment that
Iraq concealed from the United Nations. Had we failed to act the dictator’s weapons of mass destruction
programs would continue to this day... America is a nation with a mission and that mission comes from our
most basic beliefs... Our aim is a democratic peace — a peace founded upon the dignity and rights of every

man and woman.
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(2) ... Twenty-eight months have passed since September 11
attack on American soil. And it is tempting to believe that the danger is behind us. That hope is
understandable comforting — and false... The killing has continued in Bali Jakarta Casablanca... The
terrorists continue to plot against America and the civilized world. And by our will and courage this danger
will be defeated... As democracy takes hold in Iraq the enemies of freedom will do all in their power to

spread violence and fear. They are trying to shake the will of our country and our friends but the United

States of America will never be intimidated by thugs and assassins... The killers will fail and the Iraqi
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people will live in freedom... As long as the Middle East remains a place of tyranny and despair and
anger... So America is pursuing a forward strategy of freedom in the greater Middle East... To cut through

the barriers of hateful propaganda...
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“As democracy...the enemies of freedom... spread violence and fear” .

(3) Because of American leadership and resolve the world is changing for the better. Last month
the leader of Libya voluntarily pledged to disclose and dismantle all of his regime’s weapons of mass
destruction programs...Had we failed to act the dictator’s weapons of mass destruction programs would
continue to this day. Had we failed to act...Iraq’s torture chambers would still be filled with victims
terrified and innocent. The killing fields of Iraq — where hundreds of thousands of men and women and
children vanished into the sands — would still be known only to the killers. For all who love freedom and
peace the world without Saddam Hussein’s regime is a better and safer place...I believe that God has
planted in every human heart the desire to live in freedom. And even when that desire is crushed by
tyranny for decades it will rise again...
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