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Several Issues on the Paradigm Crisis of Minzu Studies Zhou Mingfu He Ming Fan Ke

Three scholars participate in the discussion about the issues on the paradigm crisis of Minzu studies. From
different perspectives they reflect on the influences of Minzu-study paradigm upon Chinese Minzu studies and
put forward their opinions regarding the current situation and problems of the development of Chinese Minzu stud—
ies and ethnology. Through a general discussion of social study paradigm Minzu-problem study paradigm and
Anthropology and Ethnology study paradigm based on Minzu Zhou Mingfu probes into what and where are the
Minzu problems and how to deal with them. From perspectives of disciplinary identification of ethnology social
trust of scholars and academic system He Ming discusses the crisis and solution of the Minzu-study paradigm
and propose reconstitution of Minzu concept and promote academic institution of open justice dialog and syner—
gy. Fan Ke rethinks the paradigm shift of Minzu studies with the use of ethnic-group paradigm and frontier para—

digm which bring a narrow-minded and unhelpful view and thinking to academic and the governance.

Ethnicity National Unity and China Tan Chee-Beng
In recent years there has been some discussion in China about its ethnic policies and some scholars have

suggested ways to strengthen national consciousness and to promote harmonious ethnic relations. This paper dis—

cusses some of these views from an anthropological perspective and hopes to further understand China’s ethnic
policies and ethnic relations. The main topics discussed include the concepts of Minzu and ethnic group the

state and ethnic groups the minority policies of China ethnic relations and ethnic harmony and national unity.

In reviewing China’s ethnic policies one needs to take into consideration China’s history and its political condi-
tions. Some positive aspects of the policies should be retained and these include political representation and po—
litical participation by the minorities. As to affirmative policies these can be amended so as to be more just. I a—
gree with the view that the state should not introduce policies that will heighten ethnic consciousness. As to na—
tional unity the emphasis should be on encouraging citizens to be willing to belong to the nation and they can
use their respective culture to express their national belonging rather than to follow certain uniform cultural poli—
cy. To promote ethnic harmony the state needs to have appropriate ethnic management paying attention to re—

specting the ethnic honor and dignity of every ethnic group.

Paradigm Crisis of Minzu Studies Thinking from the Perspective of Human Development
Zhang Xiaojun
This article attempts to understand the three paradigm crisis of Minzu studies from the perspective of human
development: 1) the paradigm crisis of Minzu monosemy. Minzu has multi-meanings. There was thought change
in modern China from national state to multi-Minzu republic which is one of basic institution of China. 2) the par—
adigm crisis of Minzu problematization. Minzu is cultural unit of cultural diversity from human development view.
Such Minzu and its culture are outside of the problem such as terrorism which must attribute to social problem.
3) the paradigm crisis of de-Minzu. An basic principle to understanding Minzu is not de-Minzu but de-problems
to Minzu. Minzu has not to become victim of conflicts and wars. This article aims to clarify theses paradigm crisis
of Minzu studies theoretically to think about the proper paradigm for Minzu study and practice and to provide

theoretical basis for Minzu studies and the formulation of Minzu policies.

Resist and Discipline——An Ideological Discourse Analysis of the Dirty Jokes Black Humor Jokes and
Red Texts Wu Gaoquan

Dirty jokes and black humor jokes are a reflection of folk discourse which resist the official ideology and
deconstruct the official discourse power in a carnival way showing people’s imagination of their situation and
people’s expressions of emotion under the life pressure in the social transformation period. Red texts are an art
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form of the red new culture movement which lead and spread by the ideological state apparatus to squeeze the
space of folk jokes( mainly including dirty jokes and black humor jokes) and to strengthen the cultural leader—
ship. Cultural production mode of red texts reflects the operational mechanisms that official discourse discipline

and squeeze folk discourse.

A Reassessment of Relations Between Gu Jiegang’s Historical Research and Folklore Studies
Yuan Xianxin
It is generally acknowledged that Gu Jiegang’s historical research is closely tied to folklore studies. Due to
Gu Jiegang’s personal statement such connection is always understood in a way that Gu Jiegang’s new historical
methodology is inspired by his interest in folklores. However reversely this paper believes Gu Jiegang turned to
folklore studies only after his new historical methodology matured. In the original version of Gu Jiegang’s new his—
torical methodology there are two different inclinations which can be summarized as seek for truth and trace the
change. Before 1924 Gu Jiegang was more in favor of the former and only after his mentor Hu Shi’s advise he
turned to the latter. This change not only got him out of dead-end debates with other historians but also inspired
him to write the famous paper on Meng Jiangnii tale. Also this change brought a new horizon of people into his

historical and folklore studies.

Consideration of the Contemporary Applicability for Classic Paradigms in the Studies of Folk Literature
—The Case Studies of Morphology and Conception Analysis Kang Li

In the academic history of the studies of folk literature morphology and conception analysis were considered
as the classic and efficient paradigms that occupied a dominant position for quite a long period. However with
the transition of academic perspectives from textual analysis to practices in daily life examination on the contem—
porary applicability of these paradigms becomes an important issue in the process of the methods chosen made by
the scholars. Strictly speaking the discussions about research paradigms essentially refer to the criticism and re—
thinking of their academic perspectives and operation mechanisms. Therefore the consideration of this question
in this paper is not only to discuss the fate of specific research methods in contemporary era but also to reveal
cognition about the discipline of folk literature in the process of the scholars maintaining converting and recon—

structing the paradigms.

The Comparison Between Lii Simian and Qian Mu in Concepts and Styles on History Research——Tak-
ing Political System of Western-Han Dynasty and Related Problems as the Examples
Zhang Genghua Zhu Weiming
Comparing the comments of two historians Lii Simian and Qian Mu on political system of the Western-Han
Dynasty we could find the differences of their concepts and styles on history research: Qian Mu mainly wanted
to extract the spirit of history and Lii Simian narrated real historical events primarily; besides Qian Mu adhered
to explain local materials by local experience Lii Simian attempted to analyses local ancient documents by for—
eign new learning. Qian Mu was upper class scholar who had the strong sense of mission to lead society. Lii Sim—
ian was under class scholar who had the great sense of responsibility to promote social progress. There were many
differences in their researching position interpretation method and theory so political system of Western-Han Dy—

nasty was shown in different historical images in their historical works.

Tension Between Individual Liberation and Racial Responsibility Analysis of the Formation of Pan
Guangdan’'s View on Women Lii Wenhao
Pan Guangdan’s view on women is like Janus’s face: on the one hand he inherited the spirit of the New Cul-
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