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A Research on the Construction of Discourse Space in Political Speeches:
A case study of Xi Jinping’ s Speech on 2014 National Memorial Day
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(1. School of Foreign Languages and Cultures Nanjing Normal University Nanjing 210097 China;
2. School of Languages and Cultures Nanjing University of Information & Technology Nanjing 210044 China)

Abstract: Based on Chilton” s Discourse Space Theory and Fauconnier’ s Mental Space and Conceptual
Blending Theory this paper analyses the discourse space constructed by President Xi Jinping’ s speech
on the first National Memorial Day for Nanjing Massacre Victims. It is found that President Xi Jinping a—
dopts time space modality and conceptual metaphor in the speech to construct a discourse space where
peace and justice is advocated. This has enhanced the effect of the speech and successfully announced to
the world the firm stand of Chinese people to remember history cherish peace and create a better future.

Key words: Xi Jinping; National Memorial Day; speech; Discourse Space theory; Mental Space and Con—
ceptual Blending Theory
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