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Abstract: Critical discourse analysis ( CDA) is closely related to systemic functional linguistics ( SFL) from
the advent of critical linguistics. On one hand SFL provides the theoretical foundation and analytical meth—
ods for CDA. On the other hand through the development of CDA and SFL the two areas of study has
supported and supplemented each other and become complementary perspectives and analytical para—
digms in discourse analysis. SFL as “socially accountable linguistics” through its active engagement
with CDA practices developed its constructivist views of language and theories of ideology and in so do—
ing contributed to the systemic functional approach to CDA.
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