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the publishing world — billionaire
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Edinburgh to meet J. K. in the city
where her beloved boy wizard, Harry
Porter, leapt from her fantastical
imagination into the hearts of millions...
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5 Willow Smith: ...I wanted to
eat scorpions, but they were moving.
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Yang: You know, they have to be
fried. By the way, | don’t eat scorpion

either. Don’t assume that every Chinese
like that.
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6 Yang: Do you think that
China should further invest into
American treasury bonds? Because
there is a debate here — with unclear
future, we should stop buying more.

Secretary Clinton: Well, | certainly
do think that the Chinese government
and the central bank here in...

7 Yang Okay. So we have to
keep rowing?
Secretary Clinton: Yes.
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8 Winfrey: We call queues
lines.
Rowling: Lines.
J. K.
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9 Oprah: Oh, and there —oh,
we can see, there’s the — we’ve heard
all about this.

Obama: —the that — there’s —
there’s the swing set. It starts getting a
little old.
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First Personal Pronoun as
Marked Discourse Strategy and
the Difference of Cultural Identity
Construction: A Corpus-based
Study of Discourses by Chinese
and American TV Interview Hosts
Abstract: Based on ten selected texts
from Chinese TV interview programs
Yang Lan One-on-one and its American
counterpart The Oprah Winfrey Show,
this paper comparatively studies the
use of first personal pronouns between
the two hosts from China and America
and their cultural identities constructed
correspondingly. The results show
that the first personal pronouns are
used as marked discourse strategies to
construct the hosts’ cultural identities.
Specifically, the Chinese host uses
more plural forms of the first personal
pronoun to highlight the group to
which she belongs, and to keep her
own ideas and opinions without being
fully expressed. At the same time, the
American host uses a great number
of singular forms of the first personal
pronoun to make a full self-presence in
the interview actively. The difference
of personal pronoun use between the
two hosts demonstrates the construction
of collectivistic cultural identity
and individualistic cultural identity of
Chinese and American hosts respectively,
and gives prominence to the markedness
of first personal pronouns as discourse
strategies to construct the cultural
identities of Chinese and American TV

interview hosts.

Keywords: first personal pronouns;
marked discourse strategy; Chinese
and American hosts; cultural identity;

identity construction



