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As the oldest university in
the English-speaking world,
teaching existed at Oxford
in some form in 1096 and
developed rapidly from
1167, when Henry Il banned
English students from
attending the University of
Paris.

1096

1167

By 1201, the University
was headed by a magister
scolarum Oxonie, on whom
the title of Chancellor was
conferred in 1214, and
in 1231 the masters were
recognised as a universitas
or corporation.

1201

1214
1231

University, Balliol and
Merton Colleges, which
were established between
1249 and 1264, are the
oldest.

1249-1264

In 1355, Edward 111 paid
tribute to the University for
its invaluable contribution to
learning; he also commented
on the services rendered to
the state by distinguished
Oxford graduates.

1355

From its early days, Oxford
was a centre for lively
controversy, with scholars
involved in religious and
political disputes.

The 18th century, when
Oxford was said to have
forsaken port for politics,
was also an era of scientific
discovery and religious

revival. 18

During the 20th and early
21st centuries, Oxford
added to its humanistic
core a major new research
capacity in the natural and
applied sciences, including
medicine. In so doing, it has
enhanced and strengthened
its traditional role as an
international focus for
learning and a forum for
intellectual debate.

20 21

UK government’s 2014
Research Excellence
Framework (REF)
assessment found that
Oxford has the largest
volume of world-leading
research in the country.
2014

Oxford contributes to
society and the economy
locally, nationally and

internationally

Working together, the
collegiate University

has remained focused on
Oxford’s core mission to
provide the very finest
undergraduate and graduate
education and to foster
world-leading research.

Oxford is educating the
leaders of the future.

...a forward-looking,
dynamic 21st-century
powerhouse of education
and research.

21

|34
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...its founding in 1890.
1890

The University was founded
in the first instance by

the leadership of the first
president, William Rainey
Harper, the philanthropy of
John D. Rockefeller, and

the response of many to
Rockefeller’s ambitious
matching gift.

The early University of the
1890s and the beginning of
the 20th century succeeded
only through broad and
deep civic support and
philanthropy.

1890 20

One of the world’s premier
academic and research
institutions, the University of
Chicago has driven new ways
of thinking since our 1890
founding.

1890

When the University was
founded 125 years ago, it
set itself apart from most
comparable institutions
by its commitment to the
admission of persons from
all backgrounds who could
benefit from and contribute
to the University’s
intellectual life.

125

our diverse and creative
students and alumni, who
found businesses, create
masterpieces, and win Nobel

Prizes.

Today, UChicago is an
intellectual destination that
draws inspired scholars...
keeping UChicago at the
nexus of ideas that challenge

and change the world.

Our scholars lead the
country in scientific and
technological innovations
often in partnership with
our affiliated laboratories:
Argonne National
Laboratory, Fermi National

Accelerator Laboratory ...

UChicago research has

had an impact around

the globe, leading to

such breakthroughs as
discovering the link between
cancer and genetics,
establishing revolutionary
theories of economics...

Each year we are called
upon to renew and deepen
the meaning of this
extraordinary heritage,
contributing to the shared
creation of understanding in a
context of free expression and
open inquiry. | am grateful
for the dedication that our
faculty, students, staff,
alumni, and friends have
demonstrated in the past
year to the University’s now
125-year-old project.

125

Inall we do we are driven
to dig deeper, push further,
and ask bigger questions
—and to leverage our
knowledge to enrich all

human life.
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“The collegiate system is at the
heart of the University’s success,
giving students and academics the
benefits of belonging both to a large,
internationally renowned institution and
to a small, interdisciplinary academic
community. It brings together leading
academics and students across subjects
and year groups and from different
cultures and countries, helping to foster
the intense interdisciplinary approach
that inspires much of the outstanding
research achievement of the University
and makes Oxford a leader in so many

fields.” Organisation

“Working together, the collegiate
University has remained focused on

Oxford’s core mission to provide the
very finest undergraduate and graduate
education and to foster world-leading
research.” Vice-Chancellor’s

Welcome 2014-15

2014-15
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“Our education empowers
individuals to challenge conventional
thinking in pursuit of original ideas.”

About-University of Chicago

“...the most distinctive attribute of
the University in its 125 years has been
its deep and unwavering commitment
to open discourse, free expression, and
a singular focus on rigorous inquiry.
The founders and first faculty members
here, including President William
Rainey Harper, viewed free expression
as an essential basis for an institution



where strength of ideas, not social
standing or other considerations, would
determine success in education and
research.” Message from the
2015

125

President

2015

“The University of Chicago
comprises a distinctive intellectual
community. Our work here is marked
by a commitment to open and rigorous
inquiry, intense and informed discourse,
and an ambitious scholarly and
educational agenda. Each member of
the University community contributes
to the research, education, engagement,
and impact that define the University
and have a meaningful influence on
the world around us.” Message

from the President 2014

2014
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About the University (http://www.
uchicago.edu/about/); Welcome
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Message from the President (2015)
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from the President (2014) (http://
annualreport2014.uchicago.edu/)
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Comparative Studies of the

Discursive Construction of

the Institutional Identities

of Chinese and Western
Universities

Abstract: This paper reports the results
of a preliminary study attempting to
design a research framework for the
comparative studies of the discursive
construction of institutional identities of
Chinese and Western Universities, based
on a review of the theories and research
practice in this field of study, followed by
a small scale study piloting the analytical
framework. It is found that the macro,
sub-macro and micro analysis of the
framework has been able to connect the
dimensions of “context” as suggested
in the Discourse-Historical Approach
of critical discourse analysis. With the
introduction of a sub-macro dimension, the
framework is able to integrate the analysis
with reference to theoretical perspectives
from higher education research, realizing
the connectivity between micro and macro
analysis which could lead to the discovery
of the patterns of discursive construction
strategies of university identities. The
pilot study has also revealed preliminarily
the commonalities and the unique
features of the institutional identities of
the universities under study, i.e., Peking
University, Oxford University and
Chicago University. The results of this
study tend to contribute to a full scale
comparison of the institutional identities
of top Chinese, British and American
universities, with a further aim to provide
implications for the construction of
Chinese higher education discourse
compatible with that of the “world class
universities”.
Keywords: institutional identities;
discourse analysis; discourse-historical
approach; comparative studies of Chinese

and Western universities
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