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Narrative Construction of Identity: Towards a Social Practice Turn

Lan Liang-ping, Zhejiang Normal University

Abstract: Understanding the self is the highest pursuit of all philosophical investigation,
and personal narratives provide a vehicle for such investigation. In response to the recent
debate around big stories and small stories, this paper aims to propose a social practice turn in
the narrative study after clarification of relevant basic concepts, in which the principles and
research methods are suggested following such a perspective. Finally, the paper suggests that
we should go back to the philosophical root of hermeneutics in order to delve into personal

narratives, in which narrative sense making can be studied with reference to the global and the
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local meaning of narrative text, and the fusion of perceptive among analysts and participants
among narrative in interaction.

Key words: personal oral narratives, identity, social practice turn, hermeneutics
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