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Genre and Social Changes: The Diachronic Study of Textbook Preface Genre
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Abstract: Genre is a code of social states which can sensitively and flexibly reflect the changes of social
life. From the perspective of genre applying genre analysis of Swales school a discussion of generic
structure potential appraisal analysis and multimodal analysis this paper explores the diachronic changes
of textbook preface genre in China from 1966 to 2010. The study finds that textbook preface genre has un—
dergone a change from a traditional academic introduction genre to a mixed and promotional genre pres—
enting the trend of “commodification” with the blending of academic discourse and promotional discourse.

This change has close link with the social-cultural context in which the genre is produced.
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