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Abstract: Based on multimodal communicative theory and the theory of context of system-functional linguistics a theoretical

framework for multimodal discourse of online communities is set up on three levels: the level of context the level of content
and the level of presentation. Through a quantitative analysis of communicative discourses from QQ groups the paper finds
that online community tends to build a context of best combination of virtual world and real world. There exist a dominant
mode—text and a minor mode—hypertexts. Emoticon mode assists communication and entertainment; hypertext mode is typi—
cally used for data sharing; voice and video modes appear in a closed community for private communication. Intermodal rela—

tions are as follows: strengthening supplementing introducing interpreting and confirming. Technology is the core of con—

struction  realization and development of online community discourse.
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