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Abstract: On the theoretical basis of Kress & van Leeuwen’ s grammar framework of visual image analysis this paper con—
ducts a quantitative and qualitative multimodal discourse analysis of the 44 front covers with Chinese themes in The Economists
published from 2003 to 2013. The result demonstrates that these front covers construct China’ s identity through representa—
tion interaction and composition meanings. It also reveals that China’ s international image is improving but the western soci—
ety’ s worries about China’ s rise are not lessened.
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