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The Application of the Critical Discourse Analysis to the University Charter
——The case of National University of Singapore (NUS) Charter

Zhang Huanhuan Gao Yimin

(Institute of International Comparative Education, Beijing Normal Univeristy, Betjing 100875)
Abstract: Critical discourse analysis, as a result of “linguistic turn” in socio—science and “social turn” in
linguistic research, became an increasingly popular method in educational studies. Based on the framework of
textually oriented critical discourse analysis promoted by British sociolinguist Norman Fairclough, this paper
applied his three dimensional model to the university charter analysis, putting forward specific and feasible steps
with the aid of computer corpus techniques. Then, NUS Charter is chosen as an example to explore the genre,
style and the discourse of the text from the perspective of modality and intertextuality in order to clarify the
internal and external governance structure in NUS.
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