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Discour se, I dentity Construction and China-ASEAN Relations:
A Contrastive Analysis of News Headlines from People’'s Daily and Strait Times

You Zeshun, Fujian Normal University

Abstract: The article carries out a contrastive critical discourse analysis (CDA) of the
news headlines selected from People’s Daily (international version, 2000-2008) and Srait
Times (2000-2008) so as to revea the interaction between discourse, identity construction and
China-ASEAN relations. The analysis shows that: 1) Both sides construct more than one
identity for each other; 2) The recent improvement of China-ASEAN relations is positively
relevant to the increasing construction by Chinese and ASEAN (Singaporean) newspapers of
each other’s positive identities; 3) The postmodernist and constructivist view that “national
identity is constructed and dynamic” is acceptable; 4) CDA can offer IR studies the tool for
detailed discourse analysis of which the latter isin desperate need.
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