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Abstract: The present study analyzes the types of pragmatic identity constructed by teachers via different pragmatic strategies
in their classroom discourse. Identities thus constructed include knowledgeable teachers —authoritative teachers benign teach—
ers and peer teachers. Various physical social and mental factors in communicative context constrain the construction of these
identities.
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(1) (
)

now let” s relate the theme to reality. Two

T: Ok
months ago America went through a debt-ceiling crisis.
... So we know China is America’ s largest creditor. It
owns $1 160 tn worth of US Treasury Bill. ...

words

In other
America owes every Chinese roughly 5700 RMB. So
this is a sign of America’ s dishonesty up to now. OK now
let’ s do a culture comparison based on the theme.

We also

have such honesty stories like this one. So Zengzi was once

Honesty is an important virtue in our culture. ...
a student of Confucius. ... In this story what Zengzi killed
was not simply a pig but also dishonesty. Like America

China also has its good old days. When you were a

child

would pick it up and hand it over to the police. But now un—

if you happened to notice a coin by the roadside you
fortunately the honesty crisis in China is much more severe
than in America. We have the recycled cooking oil the
tainted pork exploding watermelon and more recently the
repatriation of this criminal for tax evasion and smuggling

you know the scandal on Da Vinci Furniture Company for

import fraud.

“let ’ S »
( advising)
( informing)
5700 o ( con—
cluding) .
( stating)
“ 7 ( stating

13 ) ”(
2012:79)

( concluding)

( describing)

4.2

e 5]



T S 1/2--
() o

(2) ( : Mi-
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T:1 ask him  “Do you think it’ s fair? Do you think

it” s enough for you to write something about your role model
this way? Do you think you treat him fairly?” He said
“No. 7 T said
niques. You need some technique.
(3 )

T: If you want to write about a person you have to find

‘T agree with you. What you need are tech—

”»

out some anecdotes and individuality. Pay attention

here. What are the symbols of details here? Tell me. What

»

are the symbols? ... You guys like to use the word “very
very much but it” s very not enough. No matter no matter
how many “very” you use you should have some details.
(2) “Do you think”
( questioning)
( advising

. b
You need some technique”

“What you need are techniques.

(3)

( “you have to find out

some anecdotes and individuality’; “you should have some
details”) . (asking ( “What are the symbols of details
here”) . ( ordering ( “Pay attention here’; “Tell me”)
(asserting ( “it” s very not enough”)

“have to’, “very” .

“should” ( intensifier)
( 2013: 7)
4.3

(4 )
D T: Distinguished judges

dear students

my fellow colleagues and
good afternoon!

@ S: Good afternoon.

@ T: What a great pleasure to meet you all here!

@s:()

(3 T: Well thank you. Nice to meet you too exactly.
I feel also fortunate to be the one sharing the next 20 mi-
nutes with you. Luckily I’ m the last. Right. So do bear
with me for another 20 minutes all right? And then you will

be set free. And I noticed the moment I came into the room

.52.

that you are actually the best 15 students ever. Are you not?
Are you not? Yes or no?
(4) (ORNE)
( greeting)
“ ” .
great )

® ( thanking)
( requesting) . ( praising)

“dear

students”

( asking)

“T’ m the last”

( Grounder)

’ ( Promise of Re—

“And then you will be set free’
( Appealey

o

ward) ; “all right”

(5)

T: So do you spot any transitional sentence? Ok this
fair lady would you please do it paragraph 7?

T: May I invite the girl sitting in the middle?

T: So why don’ t we do a bit of search in your memory
and see when and where we first gave a shot at the internet
alright?

T: Well you have the following words and phrases for
your reference if you like ok?

(5)
( ‘“this fair lady”) ( Alerter)
( Downgrader)
( Openey “would you pleasé’ , “may
( Understate) “a bit”
( Politeness Mark—

I’ “why don’ t we”
( Appeale) “alright’ . “ok”

e) ‘please” ( Conditiona) ~“if you like” o
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(6) ( 1 )
T: When I first became a university teacher 1 always
encountered problems in having access to those facilities that
aimed at teachers in my university. ... It really hurt me
simply because I have baby fat in my face then they doub—
ted my honesty. I wonder why.

(7) ( : { )

)

T: Now to be frank 1 feel very stressed and I feel very
very anxious because it was like my Mum telling me
“Honey you need to get married. ” All right but this was
something that T don’t want to do right now.

(8) ( — )

(D T: So Taobao is one of my favorite websites as well.
Now what about this one? Instant messaging. What is that in
Chinese?

@ s:

AT

QQ number tell me your QQ number later

. Very close. It’ s called
ok? So we use
QQ to communicate with your friends.

(6) (7
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