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An Empirical Pragmatic Study of the “ Narrative” Chinese Newspaper Headlines
Wang Xin Chen Xin—en
( Shanxi University of Finance & Economics Taiyuan 030031 China; Nanjing University Nanjing 210093 China)

Newspaper headlines which are often compared to the “eyes” of news reports are generally terse and brief. However it is
noted that in recent years some reports in local newspapers sometimes choose to employ lengthy and detailed statements. As a re—
sponse to this new noteworthy phenomenon this paper conducts synchronic and diachronic comparisons in qualitative and quanti—
tative terms. It is found that the use of “narrative” headlines varies in terms of publishing time ( across ten years) newspaper
types ( between national and local newspapers) and report content ( concerning peoples” livelihood and current politics) . The
discussion in light of Adaptation Theory reveals that the use of “narrative” headlines can realize some important pragmatic func—

tions which is supported by the results of an interview.
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