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-+-the first reason why China looms large is because it is the first Great Power in East Asia
to rise outside the US—led Western alliance system since the World War Two. It is also the first
time in the post—war period that a major economic and trading power in the region has emerged

outside the American—led security order. (Lee, 2013: 401)

XHL, FEE UG AR, T EDREE AL R BT Z AN TER K Y, R RS Great
Power, BITIE M —Jox 3723 i HAEE 12 H T Z Witk looms large, (B2 IR H = A9 @, (Hl
PRI S D b e ] AR T 58 [l 22 A A R A Eo0s M o T T 481 - [ A o [ s 301 36 [ 2 e iR R 2 b
INZ R B 1 e e bty b AR AT TE BN «

Whereas adventurism by Japan and South Korea is likely to be restrained given those
countries reliance on America as a security provider::+ China is not subject to either of these two

constraining factors. (Lee, 2013: 402)

(2) EAHEE, TERCRREEZ 2R RER b, FERRRE ML SE L . 6] A
C BRI AR N R AT, AR % E O N o

This [‘Chinese military doctrine’] is... designed to deny US forces the capacity to acquire
and/or maintain sea—control over the so—called First Island Chain which surrounds China’s
maritime periphery and stretches... As the Pentagon observes: China has developed measures
to deter and counter third—party intervention, particularly by the United States... China’s A2/

AD focus appears orientated toward restricting or controlling access to China's periphery... (Lee.
pPp g g periphery

2013: 402)

XEAEE AR, b EA PR S A E A, T EARSE EAA AR . T
FH AR EZ e, I ERXUT R, SRR A E R B R A A x S 2k
SO, PR ETE A O X, TR RS EZ et HIOER R # .
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R EET o T, EEMEEZS PO R, A EX 28 E AR W R R TS
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It is in this context [ ‘Beijing will be more willing to challenge aspects of a contemporary
albeit still evolving regional and strategic order it did not have a significant role in creating’] that
Beijing’ s criticisms of the preservation and strengthening of American alliances in the region -
as evidence of an obsolete and provocative ‘Cold War mentality’ directed against China should
be understood. (Lee, 2013: 401)

...Chinese criticisms of existing alliances as exhibiting a ‘Cold War mentality’ and a
factor for instability are largely attempts at gradually diluting the regional appetite for hosting US
military assets in the region... (Lee, 2013: 401)
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(4) JUBSH . S & AT, JhEe Bese B b E R PRAE . Tohirk

-+-putting constraints on Chinese assertiveness and encourage its peaceful rise (Lee, 2013:
395)

Assertiveness J_'J%L'%%/jtm jZﬁ?WEﬁHMU@ZEJﬁ E R AYTHE M‘ﬁﬁ .jﬂxﬂlﬁxﬂﬂﬂ
JmeAE ], HEEE R RIS, IR AR R 5 BRI 2 F R s TS .
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Whereas these other countries, including Japan, do not have the capacity or inclination
to challenge America’s naval pre—eminence in the region, China appears to have the ambition

and potential means to do so. (Lee, 2013: 402)

IR Appears FIEANHHE RIS, (HESCER AL, *@E%ﬁil’é"l (“Hpo7) , AT
BoR ki, I B AR KB EZOR A h R el
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In other words, China’s military rise remains the primary source of instability and threat
to the Asia Pacific and Australia may need to participate in US—led military operations against
the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) no matter how remote that possibility might be. (Lee,
2013: 400)

X BAEA AR HATA P [ B 22 4 p S5 S sl e, A F R IR T EE S A
T, R A E AR R E RS . PR AR B . T i A ) R AR R R iz
TXFERZHE; 556, K5 Great Power S &% AU [H

Canberra’s attention is appropriately directed towards its three largest trading partners in
Asia—China, Japan and South Korea:--while the structural cause[s] of potential region—wide

instability is primarily driven by China’s re—emergence as a Great Power. (Lee, 2013: 396)
15 H] A ) TR aors 1 i SRR, A R ) B, JLP Al LU i v [ 44T S Sl L:

China’s insistence on bilateral negotiations with much less powerful claimants presumably
allows it to use all tools of statecraft, seduction and possibly intimidation available only to a

much larger power. (Lee, 2013: 410)

(7)IERPNA T “%/ [Homph ™ /Y 8B B, R B — R S/ E LA,
UM RATE S RHEERNFERES,  hEEW R AR .

‘When this region is taken as a whole, China is responsible for 32.5 per cent of military
spending, followed by Japan at 18.9 and South Korea at 9.2 per cent. If one considers that the
most powerful Southeast Asian countries such as Singapore, Indonesia and Thailand accounted
for 3.1, 2.5 and 1.7 percent of regional spending respectively, Chinese military dominance over

the region in budgetary terms is clear. (Lee, 2013: 401—402)
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--+while the economic and diplomatic integration of China into the region is a promising
foundation for China’s self~described ‘peaceful rise” , it is unclear whether Beijing will remain
a contended free—rider within a region hitherto characterized by American pre—eminence, as
did Japan, South Korea who remain American allies. Unlike post—war Japan, China does not see
itself as a ‘defeated’ power, rising from the ashes of a regional and global war, but one seeking
to repair what it sees as its century and a half of humiliation and subjugation by foreign powers.
This leads to the uncomfortable prospect that Beijing will be more willing to challenge aspects of
a contemporary albeit still evolving regional and strategic order it did not have a significant role

in creating. (Lee, 2013: 401)

X, fEF T E R AR N LIS, RO P E A CHAR R SRIE X E R R R
HREE; [RGB ME b R R T e [ ATk M JUoh k= BRIy S OE SO, VR OOk
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M SRV J7 AL
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W ISR BRI AR, R, VEERR T E (RS ) AR ORI / 56 [ R B R A L
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L B : Australia’s 2015 Defense White Paper: Seeking strategic opportunities in Southeast
Asia to help manage China’s peaceful rise
--*why managing China is the key variable when it comes to strategic stability in the region

(Lee, 2013: 395)

The importance of managing China’s peaceful rise (Lee, 2013: 400, ¥ A H )
...what a middle power like Australia can do to help in the management of China's peaceful

rise. (Lee, 2013: 405)

HAZ, “manage(ment)” AYSCPRT X, WUORZAEG] . FEE . EERE, FEE N SORBRIARIANE
JBUERUE, FORG T WA BHEPER TN kRIS 4B B WA B R T
R EEPEEAT R INEEUER] “manage/ment” FLSZELSL /KA T

The key is to pursue asymmetric strategies | /‘%7’3(4’}"[41] that can help manage China’s rise.
(Lee, 2013: 409)
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In summary, the Chinese strategy seeks to simplify | & LAHK | the region... As a counter—
strategy, it is in Australia’s overriding interest and within its capacity to complicate | /& SLAHR |
JLVATF # 4] | matters for China... (Lee, 2013: 411)

In seeking to engender caution and restraint from Beijing, it would be in Canberra’s

interest to complicate the strategic calculation for China. (Lee, 2013: 412)
VEE AT EMEAR B SORES b R mR A, 100 . PR IR,

Doing so [ “to actively aid and encourage the rise of friendly, democratic and stable states

g Yy g Yy

in Southeast Asia” | would improve Australia's standing with Southeast Asian states, complicate

Beijing’s attempts to neutralize as many countries as possible ...and thereby provide Australia
jing P Y P Y P

further strategic and diplomatic buffers and depth against a hostile East Asian power. (Lee,

2013: 413)

R, AU EZIE N RWEREZ , PN v U A AL
1 HSCE ST — 2, BT LU 2 2 AL R T B R, BRIV Aol 5% [ B4 A AN I 231
R, 1P ERTFICH .

Australian strategic planners should also realize that Canberra has an abiding interest in
ensuring that China is not in a position to challenge or erode key pillars of the existing US—
led alliance system... This will help the regional ‘strategic holding pattern’ to persist by
encouraging potential ‘swing states’ to hold the line and not change their strategic trajectory

towards China. (Lee, 2013: 411)
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Rhetorical Study of Scholarly Discourse on China’s National Defense

SHI Xu
( Centre for Discourse & Cultural Studies, Hangzhou Normal University,Hangzhou 311121; School
of Humanities and Social Sciences, National University of Defense Technology, Changsha 410073 )

Abstract: With the rise of China and America’s ‘Asia—pivot’ over the recent years, China’s national security is
receiving increasing international attention. The present research, as part of ‘contemporary Chinese national defense
discourse studies’ , focuses on the rhetoric of international academic publications and aims (a) to examine the ways
key concepts, standpoints, and arguments are constructed and (b) to assess the cultural meanings of such rhetorical
renderings. By looking at an article published in 2013 by an Australian scholar as well as its wider context, the paper
shows that the ideas of ‘China threat’ , ‘China’s defense discourse is untrustworthy’ and ‘China is a potential
enemy to the American security order’ etc. rest on the rhetoric of binary thinking, the supremacy—of—American—
security and power—as—hegemony. In conclusion, the paper raises questions that Chinese national defense discourse
studies needs to address.

Key words: academic discourse; communication strategy; USA—as—guarantor—of—world—security; power—as—

hegemony; binary thinking
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