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Symbol and Power: A Key-word Analysis of Gender in the Novel She by Haggard

Pan Hong, Fuzhou University

Abstract: The novel She by English popular novelist Henry Rider Haggard represents the
features of gender politics and power relationship in the late Victorian England, which in turn,
serves to construct the social values and gender consciousness of the time. This article traces
the historical context of the novel and approaches the text from the perspective of critical
discourse analysis. By analyzing and interpreting such recurring key words in the novel as
“snake’, “velil”, “she”, “white”, “misogyny”, “matriarchy”, this article aims to reveal the male
chauvinism, gender conflicts and ethics hidden in the discourse, and further explores the
relationship between the narrative discourse and the social power structure and ideology of the
transitional period of Victorian England.

Key words. H. R. Haggard, the novel She, gender discourse, feminism, gender order



