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The Principle of Goal Direction and the Study of Institutional Discourse
Lv Shu—ia Huang Ping
( Heilongjiang University Harbin 150080 China)

The principle of goal direction a new approach to pragmatics and discourse analysis emphasizes that human verbal commu-
nication is goal-eriented and attempts to build up a theoretical framework to describe analyze and interpret human verbal com—
munication. Legal language is one of the typical institutional discourses of which the direction of goal is the essential characteris—
tic. Therefore it is appropriate to apply the principle of goal direction to the study of institutional discourse.
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